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ANGOLA 


"ANGOP’ COMMENTARY ON NONALIGNED MOVEMENT 


ABO40920 Luanda ANGOP in French 1230 GMT 3 Mar 83 


(ANGOP commentary: "The Value of Principles"] 


Text] Luanda, 3 Mar (ANGOP)--In an international situation characterized 
Dy a serious threat to world peace and by the existence of hotbeds fomented 


and there by increasing imperialist aggressiveness, the seventh summit 
meeting of the nonaligned movement will soon begin in Indian capital. 
The fact that this summit is being hosted by one of the foun7’ing members of 
the nonaligned movement takes on special significance at a -.me when certain 
voices are denying tne vitality of the movement with the vain hope of 
paralyzing in advance the moral force of its decisions and its increasing 
anti-imperialist posture. Created immediately after the war and in the 
"cold war,'' which masked the muffled aggressiveness and 
a tion of [word indistinct] against the community of socialist states 
ithered around the Soviet Union, the nonaligned movement claimed to open 
anew platform for the exchange of views and dialogue, capable of reducing 
at the international level and of leading to future disarmament of 
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The movement based its objectives on the desire for peace, freedom and inde- 
pendence of most countries of the so-called Third World irrespective of their 
ize or sccial structures and it thus reflected a collective sentiment and will 


ich was finally termed the "conscience and mankind." 


1d strength of such a conscience has already been demonstrated 


rs . ow? ~ + . ¥ 
Asi ma sis, ' ~~ mile aiia 


© moments of recent world history and up to today the crises 


at many dramati 
rovoked by imperialism or the so-called divisions among members of the 
movement have never been able to bring its legitimacy into question. 
2r the clairvoyant leadership for the past 3 vears of Maj Fidel Castro, 
resident of the friendly Republic of Cuba, the nonaligned movement 
( remains one ot the most dignified ane icspected forums for the [word 


indistinct] discussion of world problems, in the spirit of understanding, 
l respect and noninterference which has always characterized it in the 








It was the nonaligned countries that first expressed the need tor detente 


between the two superpowers. Within this movement, the struggle for the 
elimination of the criminal situation of economic imbalance in the world 
began in an organized manner and it is through the aspirations of the move- 
hat the struggle for a new world information order found its total 
expression. In addition, the anticolonial struggle and the struggle against 

resence of foreign military bases on the territories of underdeveloped 
ies have always featured prominently on the movement's agenda. 


ry 


h al crises that have arisen within the movement can be perfectly explained, 
if we take into consideration the heterogeneous nature of its membership, but 
they have never taken prominence over the firm agreement on positions, the 
intimate solidarity and the community of objectives in keeping with major 
contemporary world problems. 
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)t yet been achieved. This is due to the persistence of 
s of aggression of all kinds against independent states, 

litary interventions, renewed outbreak of mercenary 
ctivities, increased conspiracies against the sovereignty and security of 
states, foreign domination and occupation, economic pillage, etc. 


o counteract such actions, the nonaligned movement has a decisive 
role to play in collaboration with other democratic and progressive forces. 
In this respect, there is need for incessant activity by the movement, the 
editication of total independence by each of its members and the refusal of 

ll f subordination, dependence, interference and pressure, be they 
political, economic or military. 
The nonaligned movement must also direct the best of its efforts toward real 
te, complete and general disarmament, a total ban on nuclear arms or 
Struction. 


weapons of mass de 


At the same time, in matters that affect us most, the movement must adopt a 
clearer, more definite and common stand with respect to liberation movements 
in southern Africa, and should give total support through all possible means 
to the frontline countries, not only to enable these countries to implement 
recommendations and resolutions adopted by various international organs, 
lso to help them face the frequent infiltrations, provocations and acts 

i 


f aggression constantly engaged in by fascist and racist South Africa. 
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We are sure that at this moment the habitual disparagers of the nonaligned 
movement--who before any summit meeting come out like vultures waiting for 
the decomposition of the movement--will once more have to demonstrate the 
value and soundness of the principles which protect the freedom and 
independence of peoples engaged in a general Pacific cooperation of equal] 
footing for economic development and social progress. [sentence as received] 
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ANGOLA 


ELGHT THOUSAND REFUGEES RETURN TO CABINDA IN 1982 


ABO41651 Paris AFP in French 1408 GMT 4 Mar 83 
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da, 4“ Mar (AFP)--Over 8,000 refugees in Zaire and the People's 
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ongo returned to Cabinda Province in 1982, it was learned on 


Luanda trom an official source. 
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this source, the majority of the refugees returning to the 


Cabinda enclave, located between Zaire and the People's Republic of Congo, 
Zaire while the repatriation of Angolans who fled to the Congo is 
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refugees settled in Buco-Zau commune (northern Cabinda) in 1982 
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ricultural production centers within the framework of small 
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ations or cooperatives. 
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nees left Cabinda during the (1975) independence war and others 
nd 1978 at the time when separatists movements of the front for 


nof the Cabinda enclave, FLEC, controlled part of this oil-rich 
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‘cording to observers, FLEC families and supporters on their way 
spend days or even several weeks in the transit camps in the 


Tando-Zinze region (southeast of the Zairian border) or in Necuto-Luang 
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Zaire border) before beinz sent to border villages. 


of the quasidisappearance of FLEC activities, the Angolan authorities 


rant position concerning former members of these organizations 
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lies who are gradually occupying the border villages which up to 
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virtually deserted. 


i7 tormer elements belonging to an extinguished band of counter- 
2s'' (repented FLEC members who were recently publicly released) 


tegrated into Angolan life, according to source close to state 


se 


fhese 17 persons have been turned over to the National Union of 
\ngola, UNTA, and transferred to a production center where they will 


fhe nationai reconstruction process. 





ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


SOVIET-MOZAMBIQUE COMMUNIQUE--Mozambique and the USSR have hailed the even 
more positive role of the nonaligned movement in the anti-imperialist struggle 
tor national independence, peace and the economic and social development of 
step The two sides also expressed their certainty that the forthcoming 
ligned summit due to begin in New Delhi tomorrow will make an enormous 
contribution toward the settlement of problems afflicting mankind. In a joint 
communique issued on the occasion of the visit by President Samora Machel 
to the USSR, the two parties analyzed the international situation and concluded 
that the aggravation of the international situation and the threat to inter- 
national peace are the responsibility of imperialism, which has been carrying 
out an aggressive policy of confrontation in all the regions of the world, 
including southern oe Mozambique and the USSR stressed that the military 
field, has pe wud tied the South African racist regime to pursue its apartheid 
licy, its oppression and occupation both in South Africa and in Namibia, and 
its policy of aggression against the countries of the region. The two 
‘ountries reiterated their firm support for the struggle of the African 
National Congress, ANC, for total liquidation of the hateful system of 
apartheid. [Text] [EA062226 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1030 GMT 
6 Mar 83] 


here than the one he paid in November 1980. In recent months there have 
been signs of puzzlement from Moscow concerning some aspects of Mozambique's 
intermal policies, particularly with regard to its clear opening up toward 
the West. The USSR seems, for example, to find it very hard to understand 
Mozambique's extension of its relations with Portugal to the military sphere, 
and also the recent evolution in Maputo's relations with Washington. Between 
Samora Machel's two visits to the USSR there was a change of leadership 

in the Kremlin, which may probably have changed past habits. But even taking 
this into account, Western diplomats were surprised at the kind of reception 
accorded to Machel in Moscow. It should be pointed out that new Soviet 
leader Yuriy Andropov did not welcome Samora Machel on his arrival in Moscow 
on Tuesday, did not host the official dinner and only met Machel on the eve 
of the Mozambique President's departure. [Text] [LD042101 Lisbon Domestic 
Service in Portuguese 1800 GMT 4 Mar 83] 
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BOTSWANA 


MORE ON GOVERNMENT'S NEW MEASURES FOR REFUGEES 
MBO31228 Gaborone BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS in English 23 Feb 83 p l 


{Text} The government is to introduce new practical measures for refugees 
in order to ensure strict discipline at the Dukwe refugee settlement camp. 


The new measures include a warning that in future unemployed refugees who 
will be found outside the settlement or who leave it without permission will 


be deported to their home countries. 


The new measures were announced yesterday by the minister of public service 
and information, Mr Daniel Kwelagobe, in his address to the refugees at the 


Dukwe settlement. 


The minister's address followed international press reports that thousands 
ot Zimbabwean refugees have left the camp for military training in South 
Africa. The reports have been categorically denied by government officials 


here. 


Announcing the intended measures, Mr Kwelagobe said: "All refugees at 
Dukwe will be issued with identity cards." 


"In addition, the inmates of Dukwe will be divided into groups, each of 
which will elect a leader and an assistant leader who will keep a register 


of the members of the group. 


"Roll calls of all the inmates will be taken from time to time in order to 
identify those who may be missing." 


Mr Kwelagobe stated that these measures were considered necessary to keep 
a proper count of the inmates of the settlement and to reduce the level of 
unauthorised absenteeism on the part of the inmates. 


Tne minister told his audience that the government did not expect genuine 
nave any problems with any of these measures, but the measures 


refugees to 


were considered to be in the interests of all genuine refugees to settle 
at Dukwe and find something to do for a living. 











He pointed out that those who were not genuine refugees would not like the 
measures, "for they will want to leave Dukwe whenever they wish in order to 
carry out the clandestine activities which are the real reason for their 
coming to Botswana." 


The minister warned such people that the government would no longer tolerate 
this kind of behaviour. 


He warned: "We shall, from now on, assume that any refugees who leave this 
settlement without permission intend to engage in activities which are con- 
trary to their status as refugees, and we shall promptly return them to their 
home countries.” 


"We are confident that this will not create any hardship for genuine refugees 
who will leave the settlement only when necessary and with the permission 
of the commandant," said Mr Kwelagobe. 


As part of these measures, Mr Kwelagobe announced that all unemployed refugees 
currently living outside Dukwe would be required to join the settlement. 
Transport will be made available by government in the near future to move 

all such refugees to Dukwe. 


He warned: "After this, any refugees found living outside Dukwe without 
the necessary exemption from the office of the president will be immediately 
repatriated to their home countries." 


He further explained that these measures were necessary for the proper 
control of the refugee community in this country, to protect genuine refugees 
and the people of Botswana from the undesirable activities of those who flee 
to this country under false pretences. 


On the other hand, Mr Kwelagobe said that on the whole, the refugees who had 
lived in this country over the years had made a fair attempt to honour the 
obligations which attach to their status as refugees. 


In particular, he said he was pleased to say that there had never been any 
attempts to organise hostile activities in this country--whether of a 
political or military nature against any of the neighbouring countries. 


"We are thankful for this kind of restraint on the part of our refugee 
community for its makes it possible for us to continue to be of assistance 


to them," he said. 


The minister however said the government had been extremely concerned about 
the tendency on the part of some refugees to disregard some of the conditions 
laid down on granting them asylum. 


He stated that many refugees refused to live at Dukwe preferring Francistown, 
Gaborone and other centres despite the accommodation problems and the lack 











of job opportunities at these towns. As a result of these problems, he 
said, many refugees ended up getting involved in criminal and other unde- 
sirable activities. 


He appealed to refugees to take advantage of opportunities that Dukwe offers 
for gainful employment. ''There is land and water for those who wish to 
engage in horticulture, and there are funds for other projects as well." 


Earlier, Mr Kwelagobe had reminded the refugee community what the government 
expected from then. 


"We expect them to be of cood conduct, to respect our laws and institutions; 
and to live in peace and harmony with our people. 


"Above all, we do not only expect but require refugees to refrain from 
engaging in hostile activities of whatever kind against their countries 


of origin." 











BOTSWANA 


BRIEFS 


ILLEGAL MEETINGS, STUDENTS FLOGGED--Nine more male students from Lobatse 
Teachers Training College [TTC] were on Friday found guilty by the Peleng 
deputy traditional court president Mr David Sikalesele, of holding two 
illegal meetings which allegedly resulted in the eruption of disturbances 
at the college last week Thursday and were each flogged three lashes on the 
back. In all, eleven student teachers were lashed following the incidences. 
[Excerpt] [MB031214 Gaborone BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS in English 23 Feb 83 p 4] 
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CAMEROON 


PAPER COMMENTS ON STRENGTHENING NATIONAL DEFENSE 
Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE in French 29 Jan 83 p 16 


(Text } What can be the attitude of a young country like Cameroon in the 
face of the strengthening of arsenals in the East and West, the will for 
domination, the meddling and appetites of some states? 


To this question of our time, President Ahmadou Ahidjo had already made 
an unequivocal reply as far back as the dawn of our independence. Thus, 
he stated on 5 May 1961, on the occasion of the baptism at Douala of the 
very first national fleet (three naval units): this ceremony "expresses 
our firm will to equip the country with the instruments essential to its 
national defense and its internal tranquility." 


Since then Cameroonian policy with regard to defense has remained unchanged. 


In the opinion of the president of the republic, all the "enormous" 
sacrifices are aimed at a single objective: preserving peace inside and 
outside our frontiers, with a view to continued and harmonious development 
and the affirmation of Cameroon on the international scene. 


At last, the army appears not only as a unifying factor, but also as an 
instrument of development. This explains why the green revolution and 
infrastructure work constitute, in President Ahidjo's eyes, "the fields 
of action favored by our armed forces." 


Since the, problems related to the strengthening of our defensive capacity 
have ceased to be a matter for the military, to take on a national and 
popular character. The defense of the fatherland, President Ahidjo likes 
to say, is the concern of all Cameroonians, especially since, he points 
out, "our means do not permit us to maintain a standing army corresponding 
to our country's defense needs." That is why military training has been 
instituted, intended to provide a sufficient number of men and women who 
could be used in case of need. 


And the means brought into play to support this policy? The replacement 
of the air fleet and the acquisition of new naval units announced in August 
1976 by President Ahidjo show the importance of the sacrifices agreed to, 
to enable our armed forces to fulfil their mission. "This modernization 








effort," Ahmadou Ahidjo states, "in spite of a particularly unfavorable 
situation, will be continued and developed, taking into account available 
financial resources, with a view to protecting the nation. Indeed, our 
armed forces should, as far as possible, always be better equipped, so as 

to remain at the level of their basic task, which is the defense of national 
sovereignty and the territorial integrity of the state." 


Would that not be the sign of a wish for war? Not at all! "These combined 
efforts toward better organization and modernization of materials and 
equipment do not express any warlike intention on our part," for Cameroon 
is a "profoundly peace-loving" country, according to the very words of 
President Ahidjo, who favors the "peaceful settlement of disputes between 


states." 


But let us not make any mistake about this. If Cameroon is not a militaristic 
state--the armed forces budget represents less than 7 percent of state 
expenditures this year--"neither is it a pacifist one." 


For ne remarks pertinently, "if militarism does not lead to peace, neither 
does pacifism." One reason why President Ahidjo, who does not miss any 
opportunity to condemn the frantic armaments race harmful to the well-being 
of nations, has constantly called on Cameroonians to be vigilant. Because 
of the need for national security, he has worked for the development of a 
deterrent force capable of giving second thoughts to all those who, in 
Africa or elsewhere, might be tempted for one reason or another to attack 
the peace and sovereignty of Cameroon. 
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CAMEROON 


DAIRY INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT REVIEWED 
Dakar AFRICA in French No 148, Feb 83 pp 88-89 


[Text] The Milky Way Company, formed in April 1980, is the creation of 
young Cameroonian businessmen; the assets (220 million CFA francs 
initially, 500 million currently) are 94 percent Cameroonian and the 
balance was provided by France Lait (the French group SIFA withdrew). 


Factory construction began in November 1981 and it was completed in 
May 1982; the first trial runs were held in September but industrial 
production will not begin until February. 


What are the reasons tor this new endeavor? First, there is the wish 
to market a high quality product; then the Gloria Group, which had 
signed a technical assistance contract with Milky Way in December 1980, 
was unable to fulfill its obligations. 


Initially, the factory will only produce sugared, concentrated milk, 
an innovation for Cameroon since the existing small-scale factory 
units limit themselves to transforming milk (yogurts, ice cream) or 
reconstituting it from powdered milk. 


Why was sugared, concentrated milk chosen to start? This product 
me2ts a local need (90 percent of the Cameroonians use it while the 
situation is just the opposite in Nigeria) and, in addition, this type 
of milk can best be preserved even under poor sanitary conditions. 


Mr Job plans to market to the Cameroonians a quality milk which is 
less expensive than imported milk and thus increase the now very 
limited consumption--5 liters a year per person (15 liters for the 
Ivory Coast and Senegal, 240 liters for the Scandinavian countries). 


This enterprise complies perfectly with the government's industrialization 
policy "to promote initially import-substitution industries and 

establish a more integrated industrial base, encouraging the processing 

of Local raw materials.'"' Milky Way already uses sugar produced by 

Sosucam [Cameroon Sugar Company] and Camsuco. 
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Currently, Cameroonian milk production is quite inadequate (10,000 to 
20,000 liters a day) and Milky Way plans to work with the Ministry of 
Stock Raising to promote milk production; talks well underway should 
lead to the development of dairy farming in the north and west regions. 
In the year 2000, dairy farming could provide 30,000 liters of milk, 
which is the factory's processing capacity. Mr Job believed that it 
was wiser to find the markets first and gradually move on to dairy 
farming. "If it takes a long time to set up a factory, it takes even 
longer to establish large-scale dairy farming." 


The company will do battle with the competition on two fronts: first, 
with the retailers who get a profit of 20 percent instead of 10.11 
percent on boxes of imported milk. 


Second, it will offer consumers quality products at very reasonable 
prices (205 CFA francs for the large box as compared with 230 CFA francs 
tor the same imported product and 200 CFA francs for the equivalent 

box of creamy, concentrated milk). The difference will be even greater 
on small boxes--50 CFA francs instead of 70 CFA francs. There is 
another advantage for customers: milk supplies will be carefully 
checked and taken from the shelves after the expiration date. 


In the next stage (late 1984), Milky Way hopes to produce unsugared, 
concentrated milk and the range of fresh products (soft cheese and 
cream cheese, etc). 


Second Stage: A Cannery? 


From the start, the promoters have considered a second branch of business: 
a cannery which Cameroon does not have. The businessmen interested in 
certain projects (tomatoes, pineapples) hesitate because of the cost 

of the plant which most likely would be underused. Milky Way currently 
trains personnel in tin working, a particularly delicate, essential 
technique for packaging milk; the tinworks could serve other canned 
tood companies if the machines were modified. 


Some 80 jobs have now been created; there will be 130 when industrial 
production begins and then 200 by the end of the year, if everything 


goes well. 


This well-equipped factory (1.9 billion CFA francs in investments) 

from both the manufacturing and the quality control aspects can produce 
15,000 tons of milk a year. The Cameroonian market can absorb 

8 to 9 thousand tons and the rest will be used by the UDEAC [Customs 

and Economic Union of Central Africa] countries and Nigeria. 


Naturally, this integrated business--it uses sugar and will encourage 
the production of milk which it will one day use--wants the competition 





to disappear and indirectly be protected when it supplies quality milk 
in adequate quantities. 


The director of Milky Way predicts that the trade balance for milk 
should show a surplus in 2 years; currently imports cost between 
1.5 billion and 2 billion CFA francs. 
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CAMEROON 


ELECTRICITY, FOOD AGREEMENTS WITH FRANCE 


Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE in French 4 Feb 83 p 3 


(Article by Claude B. Kingue: "France-Cameroon Cooperation: Yesterday Two 
Financing and One Credit Agreement Signed at Yaounde for SEMRY, SONEL and 
Television"|] 


[Text] Yesterday afternoon, in his department conference room, Pierre-Desire 
Engo, minister of economy and plan, signed two financing agreements and an 
agreement to open a purchasing credit between Cameroon and various French 


financial institutions. 


These agreements link Cameroon to the Central Fund for Economic Cooperation 
[cccE!, represented yesterday by its director general, Yves Roland-Billecart, 
now visiting our country. The first agreement concerns a credit for SONEL 
[National Electric Company] of 3 billion francs, a sum whicn would enable 
this company to carry out the second phase of its North Cameroon rural 
electrification project. As to the second agreement, it focuses on granting 
a sum of 2.25 billion francs to SEMRY [expansion unknown], with a view to 
bringing about the successful completion of the SEMRY II project, a project 
to which our government attaches much importance, according to Minister 
Engo, as it does, moreover, to the one conceived by SONEL. All the more 
since, if the one project aims at establishing food self-sufficiency for 
Cameroonians, the other could help to reduce the rural exodus by creating 

a certain degree of comfort in country areas. 


Replying to Minister Engo, Mr Roland-Billecart first described this ceremony 
as marking a turning point in the relations between the United Republic of 
Cameroon and his agency. He then acknowledged that the CCCE is appreciative 
of our development plan, for the latter links up, in many points, with its 
financial policy: to give priority to vital development projects. 


As to the purchasing credit agreement signed a few minutes later, this 
focused on the national television of the future; specifically on staff 
training, research, construction and national equipment for 14 transmission 
centers at Yaounde, Kribi, Buca, Ekona-Lelu, Bafoussam, Bamenda, Bertoua, 
Ngaoundere, Garoua, Maroua, Kousseri, Mokolo, Mayo-Oulo, Limbe-Bimbia and 
Col de Bana. The amount of the credit in question is 8,360,243,550 CFA 
francs. The agreement was signed by Minister Engo and Jean Albessart, 
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representing a consortium of French banks, with its leadar, the General 
Banking Company, and also including the BIAO [International Bank for West 
Africa], the Paribas Bank and the French Bank of Foreign Commerce. 


Thus, an event of considerable magnitude, which led Mr Engo to say that 

"the importance of the agreement we have just signed does not come only 

from the amount of the sums involved. It lies also and above all in the 
purpose to which this agreement is applied.'' All the more since, basically, 
the television project expresses, in its dependence on this, fundamental 
choices by our government: technical skill, appropriate training of 
Cameroonians, social justice and balanced development. 


To which Mr Albessart replied by simply expressing his honor at signing an 
agreement so important for Cameroon and his joy at finding himself again in 
ovr country. Let us recall that our television project involves the 
contribution of other countries than France: for example, Germany, with the 
PAL [phase alternating line] system. 


Present at the signing of the agreements were Guillaume Bwelle, minister of 
information and culture; Philemon Yang, mir.ister of mines and energy; 
Solomon Nfor Gwei, vice-minister of agric:iture. 











CAPE VERDE 


BRIEFS 


CABRAL ARRIVES--Praia, 3 Mar (AFP)--Luis Cabral, former president of 
Guinea-Bissau who arrived in Cape Verde Tuesday following 14 months of exile 

in Cuba, will not be given any responsibility at state or party level, according 
to official Cape Verdian sources. Mr Cabral, who was overthrown by a coup d'etat 
in Guinea-Bissau on 14 November 1980, is expected to live 20 kms from Praia, 

the capital city. Mr Cabral will devote his time to writing his memoirs and 
hopes to publish a book, according to well-informed sources. [Excerpts] 

(ABO30905 Paris AFP in French 0742 GMT 3 Mar 83] 
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CHAD 


CABINET APPOINTS FOURTEEN PREFECTS, ASSISTANTS 
Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 28 Jan &3 pp l, 2 


[Text] At yesterday's weekly meeting, the Council of Ministers discussed 
the important matter of the government of the territory and proceeded to 
appoint 14 prefects and their assistants. This marks an important new step 
in rebuilding the state, which has always been a concern of the government, 
aware of the critical role of the territorial administrators. This 
administrative organization comes at a time when all the activities of the 
Chadian people should be directed towards rebuilding and consolidating the 
gains of 7 June, and will make it possible for everyone to participate in 
the country's socio-economic and political activities. We reprint below 
the Council's full report made by the information minister in the Office of 
the President, Soumaila Mahamat, the government spokesman. 


'The weekly meeting of the Council of Ministers was held today, Thursday, 

27 January 1983 at 10:00 am. Under the chairmanship of comrade Hissein Habre, 
resident of the republic and chief of state, and president of the Council 

f Ministers, the council had three items on its agenda for discussion. 


"The first item involved a project of the minister of interior and security 
regarding the appointment of prefects and their assistants. In the 
introductory message read out by the minister, the key role of the territorial 
administrator in coordinating and guiding central government activities was 
ointed out. Reference was also made to the need in the future for an 
in-depth reform of administrative structures to adapt them to the country’s 
current needs and to our people's aspirations. 

"After listening to the introductory message, followed by proposals of 
candidates and biographical sketches, and after lengthy discussions on the 
matter, the council adopted the proposal and appointed 14 prefects and their 


ee law 


assistants." 
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CHAD 


MINISTER UNDERTAKES MISSION TO THREE NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES 
Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 22 Jan 83 pp 1, 2 


(Article: ''Ministry of Plan and Reconstruction Reactivates Different 
Development Projects Financed by BDEAC"] 


[Text] Joseph Yodeyman, minister of plan and reconstruction, recently 
undertook a mission to three countries of Central Africa, the Central 
African Republic, Cameroon, and the People's Republic of the Congo. The 
minister had fruitful meetings in the different capitals of the countries 


visited. 


The visit of Minister of Plan Yodeyman to the Central African Republic and 
to Cameroon had the purpose of reactivating bilateral cooperation between 
Chad and these two neighboring countries. Mixed commissions formerly 
existed before the dramatic events experienced by our country. They set 
out the framework for the different areas of cooperation between Chad an 
the Central African Republic on the one hand and between Chad and 

Cameroon on the other hand. However, the activities of these two 
commissions were suspended due to the war in Chad. With the normalization 
of the situation in Chad, the government of the Third Chadian Republic 
wishes to resume activities of this kind. The minister of plan emphasized 
in the course of the mesting he had with the press that the Central 
African and Cameroonian governments have agreed in principle to resume the 
work of these commissions. The first meetings between Chadian, Central 
African, and Cameroonian representatives could take place before the end 


of March. 


In the People's Republic of the Congo the meetings in which the minister of 
plan participated dealt with the consideration of a certain number of 
economic projects. The meetings were held at the headquarters of the 
Development Bank of the Central African States [BDEAC]. Financial arrange- 
ments for the Mani stone quarry were the first of the subjects discussed by 
Minister Yodeyman and officials of the BDEAC. The minister indicated that 
a contract was signed with this institution to resume activity at the Mani 
stone quarry, which is vitally important for the reconstruction of 
Ndjamena. Studies for this purpose have been undertaken by the BDEAC, and, 
in the framework of his visit to Brazzaville, the minister sought to take 
into account in a precise way the studies financed and carried out by the 
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Central Bank in connection with resuming activity at the Mani stone quarry. 
The objective of the Ministry of Plan is to learn whether new and more 
appropriate arrangements could be made for the restoration of the stone 
quarry. 


Minister Yodeyman indicated that the second point raised in his conversations 
with Central Bank officials covered specific projects of interest to this 
institution in the framework of the commitments made at Geneva. On this 
point the minister revealed that the BDEAC is interested in such projects 

as the Bongor rice-producing area, the Mayo-Kebbi cement plant, and the 
Ndjamena airport. A mission to study these projects will shortly visit 
Ndjamena to undertake the initial contacts with the ministries concerned. 
Minister Yodeyman noted the full understanding displayed by the BEDEAC 

with regard to questions raised by the Chadian government. 


Regarding the Geneva conference, the minister of plan recalled the statements 
which he had given at the time of his return from Switzerland, to the 
tect that the results of the announcements made at the time would not be 
diately. He declared that in the period after the Geneva 
conference the first thing to do was to allow enough time to the different 
providers of funds to familiarize themselves with the situation in Chad. 
F nis reason a number of missions had come to Ndjamena to establish 
contact with the different ministries and to obtain further details on the 
various projects wich aroused their interest. The visit of experts of the 
Worid Bank to Ndjamena at the end of December was one such visit. The 
minister of plan and reconstruction stated that certain projects will begin 
to be implemented in the near future. 
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CHAD 


BRIEFS 


COMMUNIQUE ON CAR EXPULSIONS--According to reliable reports, effective 8 March 
the car government has decided to extradite the 300 Chadian refugees living in 
the country. Those Chadian refugees, who escaped death in their own country, 
will be handed over to Hissein Habre as prisoners. The car decision is the 
outcome of long negotiations between General Kilingba and Hissein Habre. In 
this connection, the Transitional National Union Government [GUNT] of Chad has 
issued the following communique: Three weeks ago, the GUNT made a pathetic 
appeal to General Kolingba, the car president; to the high commission for 
refugees; to amnesty international and to the (?UN) commission for human rights 
in favor of 16 military and civil cadres including Mr Daniel (Badembella), 

a former minister of finance and secretary general of the presidency of the 
republic, who were arrested and detained in Bangui, awaiting transfer to Ndja- 
mena in exchange for a central African general (?wanted) by General Kolingba. 
Today we want to inform national and international opinion, particularly the 
brotherly people of the car of the serious decision just made by Kolingba to 
extradite, starting tomorrow, all the people referred to above who seem to 
have been wrong to choose the car as a land of peaceful exile. The GUNT urges 
General Kolingba to take all possible measures to safeguard the lives of those 
innocent people. Otherwise he should be prepared to assume the moral responsi- 
bility which such a decision implies. Issued in Bardai on 7 March 1983. 

[Text] [ABO72018 Bardai Chadian National Radio (Anti-Habre) in French 1820 


GMT 7 Mar 83] 
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CONGO 


RESULTS OF WEEKLY CABINET MEETING NOTED 
Brazzaville BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'ACI in French 12 Feb 83 pp 1-3 
CArticle: "Cabinet Meeting"] 


[Excerpts] The Cabinet held its weekly meeting on Friday 11 February, from 
9 am to 12:15 pm; the meeting was chaired by Comrade Denis Sassou-Nguesso, 
chairman of the PCT [Congolese Labor Party] Central Committee, president of 
the Republic, chief of state and prime minister. 


Considering the first item on its agenda, the Cabinet considered approaches 
to an assessment of the implementation of the Five-Year Plan during its first 


year, 1982. 


It also considered what means could be used for a material evaluation of 
the recovery efforts expended since the conference of state enterprises. 


These two facets of the first item on the agenda are related to the forth- 
coming meeting of the Central Committee which, as President Denis Sassou- 
Nguesso announced in his end-of-the-year message, will take stock of the 
recovery of our public production sector and will make a comprehensive 
assessment of the Plan implementation during 1982. 


In taking stock of implementation and assessing our performances, the Cabinet 
will materialize our determination to exert control at all levels. System- 
atic and periodical control and a critical analysis of our achievements and 
failures are a practice that may enable us to win the Five-Year Plan 


challenge. 


Considering the second item on its agenda, the Cabinet determined a financial 
program for the first quarter of the current year. 


In connection with the financial program, the Cabinet made projects to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Revolution. 


fhe 20th anniversary of the Revolutior will be a major political and 
ideological date. Twenty years is a lot for a revolution, considering how 
far we have gone, and what obstacles our enemies within and outside the 
country have unsuccessfully placed in our way. 
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The 20th anniversary will also be an economic date. In this respect, the 
Cabinet has prepared guidelines to ensure that everything is done to prevent 
delays in launching the projects that are to mark this solemn occasion, or 
completing those that are scheduled to be inaugurated then. That was the 
third item on the Cabinet's agenda. 


The fourth item involved the consideration of a dossier on the creation of 
a Center for the Application of Statistics and Planning. 


The Cabinet then adopted a series of texts. First, two decrees: one concern- 
ing the creation and organization of the Directorate of Price Studies; the 
other concerning the creation of a National Trade Commission. 


The first decree was made necessary by the need to enlarge the scope of the 
present National Commission on Supplies. The objective of the decree is 

to ensure greater participation of trade professional in the future. To 
achieve this, there will be extensive consultations with the parties involved 
concerning the organization, regulation and control of the effectiveness of 
their activities. 

The second of the two decrees aims at analyzing and controlling price 
variations and their disastrous effects on the people's purchasing power. 


After these two trade-related decrees, the Cabinet considered two draft 
arders: one dealing with the state's endorsement of a 100-million French 
franc addendum to the purchasing credit agreement granted by European Union 
banks to ATC [Transcongolese Communications Agency]; the other with the 
state's endorsement of a 3-billion CFA franc loan from the Central Fund 


for Economic Cooperation. 


The Cabinet then had to decide whether to grant OFNACOM [National Marketing 
Office] a monopoly on the importation of hunting weapons, ammunitions and 
black hunting powder. 


This decision will make improved state control possible: the state must not 
only protect consumers’ interests; it must also preserve the fauna which, 
in many cases, is in danger of being exterminated. 
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CONGO 


OCMC DIRECTOR NOTES OFFICE'S OBJECTIVES, PROSPECTS 
Brazzaville ETUMBA in French No 683, 12 Feb 83 p 4 


(Interview with Ahoue Owango, general director of OCMC: "OCMC: A Promising 
Organization; Results of the First Year of the Five-Year Plan and Future 
Prospects"; date and place not specified] 


[Excerpts] We have now met with Comrade General Director 
of the Congolese Construction Materials Office (OCMC), who 
agreed to review with us the balance sheet of this organ- 
ization and its future prospects. 


(General Director] Before getting to the heart of the matter, I wish to 
express my sincere thanks to the central organ of the Party, ETUMBA, for 
giving me this opportunity to explain what the Congolese Construction 
Materials Office is and what is its policy. 


Comrade journalist, before answering your questions, I must give you a short 
history of our enterprise. 


The Congolese Construction Materials Office, or OCMC, is a public organiza- 
tion of an industrial and commercial nature; it is an artificial person 
which enjoys financial autonomy--created by Decree No 75/471 of 29 October 
1975 from the Ministry of Trade, OCMC has been placed in charge of trade 
with construction materials and related items. 


The corporate objective of the office is to buy and sell construction 
materials. This public enterprise, which is headquartered Rue du Poisson 
Sale--next to SIAT Cexpansion unknownJ--in Mpila, effectively started 
operating in January 1982, i.e. at the start of the first year of the 
Five-Year Plan. Its activities have already reached Pointe-Noire. 


[Question] Could you tell us what range of materials are sold by OCMC? 


[Answer] For 1982, OCMC's objective was to sell cement, concrete-reinfor- 


cement bars of all diameters, galvanized corrugated iron, aluminum sheetmetal, 
aluminum vats, plywood, nails of all sizes and sheetmetal nails. 


In view of our corporate objective, our product range is extensive. Of 
list must be considered as a starting basis subject to change. 


course, this 














All in all, it will include all materials which we consider indispensable 
for any construction work. 


Other products will be added to this range in 1983: paint, tiles, electric 
wires and lamps from varied sources. 


[Question] What about suppliers? 


(Answer] As far as construction materials are concerned, the People's 
Republic of Congo, our country, essentially draws its supplies from abroad. 
Despite the Party's and the State's efforts to create national industries 
in this field, we must say that domestic production of certain products, 
like cement, remains insignificant compared with the country's needs. 


Now that our first Five-Year Plan has started, our needs for construction 
materials have further increased. It has been our concern to diversify our 
supply sources to prevent inventory shortages. As a result, OCMC imports 
cement from Zaire to supply Brazzaville and the Brazzaville area as well 

as the northern parts of the country; and from Spain, the USSR and Turkey 
to supply Pointe-Noire and the Pointe-Noire area as well as the southern 
parts of the country. 


Yet, it is important to note that, in spite of its problems, the Loutete 
National Cement Works are and shall remain our local supplier whenever 
they are in a position to deliver cement. We certainly wish to see this 
production unit recover and start production again. 


OCMC must also import concrete reinforcement bars (from Spain, France), gal- 
vanized sheetmetal (from Japan), and plywood (from the Central African 
Republic). Locally, we buy aluminum vats and sheetmetal, and roof ridges 
trom Alucongo. 


[Question] What about OCMC's 1982 balance sheet? 


[Answer] During 1982, the first year of the Plan, we have made several in- 
vestments. We have built our salespoint and acquired a warehouse to store 
our general inventory in Pointe-Noire. 


As tar as our geographical expansion is concerned, two other warehouses are 
nearing completion, in Loubomo and Mossaka. Thanks to its present warehouses, 
OCMC has achieved sales of 3.17 billion CFA francs in 1982. Considering that 
this was its first year in operation, I would say its results were satisfac- 
tory. But we believe that, when we operate all our warehouses, our sales 

will increase. 


[Question] What are your forecasts for 1983? 
[Answer] In 1983, we expect to double our sales, which should total 6 bil- 


lion CFA francs. The reason for our optimism is that we will then operate 
all our warehouses and have acquired reliable supply sources. 











Because it lacks structures, OCMC is not yet selling in the interior of the 
country. However, under the 1982-1986 Five-Year Plan, warehouses will be 
built in the interior, in particular at Loubomo, Mossaka, Madingou, Ouesso, 
Oyo and Impfondo. As you can see, the Party and the government are concerned 
about the problems of the masses. 
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CONGO 


BRAZZAVILLE BREAD SHORTAGE REPORTED 
Brazzaville BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'ACI in French 11 Feb 83 p 5 
CArticle: "Bread Shortage on the Brazzaville Market"] 


(Text] Since last month and especially recently, bread has become scarce 
on the Brazzaville market. This is evidenced by long lines in front of 
local bakeries. 


These bakeries are experiencing many difficulties: there is a shortage of 
raw materials, especially flour, and recurrent power cuts. 


Many of the 15 bakeries in the capital have been closed down. Bakers are 
becoming discouraged and angry. Accusing fingers are pointed at the Flour 
and Cattle Feed Mill (MAB), which is supposed to supply the bakers with 
flour. It also has a monopoly on flour importations. MAB is now delivering 
flour in very small quantities at a time, and Brazzaville bakers' stocks 
have become exhausted. 


Bakery operators suffer from a serious handicap. Three hundred sacks for 
a full week if quite insufficient for a bakery which uses an average of 145 


to 160 sacks per day. 


Almost all bakeries have exhausted their stocks. Yet, only buffer stocks 
could prevent a crisis. 


According to bakery operators, "MAB does not allow them to purchase flour 

as they would like to. We have to comply with the whims of MAB," some bakers 
said. Yet, the MAB in NKayi has ample stocks. Of course, there is the 
problem of transportation...,. 


Another problem which compounds the shortage is speculation: some small 
shopkeepers buy loaves wholesale and resell at fancy prices and in a very 
indecent manner, especially by forcing consumers to take loaves in which 
they have added a "trace" of butter...? 


In our opinion, this situation could be resolved if bakers would refuse to 
sell loaves to speculating shopkeepers and reserve them for those who have 
a regular sales agreement. (Congolese Information Agency) 
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CONGO 


BRIEFS 


MINISTER VISITS PRC PROJECTS--The day before yesterday, the minister of 
cooperation visited the Congolese projects realized under Chinese-Congolese 
cooperation agreements. Following the Chinese prime minister's recent visit 
to Congo--which convincingly demonstrated the excellent relations which have 
existed for many years between the Congolese People's Republic and the 
People's Republic of China--Minister Aime Emmanuel Yoka decided he would 
personally take a look at these projects. We shovld point out that the 
Chinese government has provided aid for the following projects in the 
People's Republic of Congo: the Kombe state farm, the Kinsoundi textile 
plant (SOTEXCO [Congolese Textile Company]), the Makelekele and Talangai 
hospitals, the shipbuilding yard (CHACONA [Naval ShipyardJ), and the Con- 
ference Hall which is still under construction. These are the projects 
located in the Brazzaville area alone. [Text] (Brazzaville MWETi in French 


3 Feb 83 p 1] 9294 


TRANSPORT PROBLEMS CAUSE SHORTAGES--For almost two weeks now, Congolese 
citizens have been wondering why Mantsoumba manioc flour had disappeared from 
Brazzaville and Pointe-Noire stores. Comrade Alphonse Nzefe, manager of the 
Mantsoumba state farm mentioned the reasons for this disappearance. In a 
press interview, he stated that "the manioc flour shortage which is now af- 
fecting Brazzaville and Pointe-Noire is due to a lack of means of transpor- 
tation--i.e. Congo-Ocean Railroad cars--to ship the manioc flour from 
Madingou to these two cities." "Brazzaville," he said, "needs 4,000 tons 

of manioc flour per year. But the Mantsoumba state farm does not produce 
even half the consumption of Brazzaville. In 1982, it produced 900 tons 

of manioc flour." "Every day," he added, "we are receiving 200-ton orders. 
We do what we can to solve the manioc flour shortage problem," he went on, 
and added that the farm suffers from another handicap, that of the high 

cost of electricity. In this connection, he pointed out that "we are paying 
3,500,000 CFA francs per year for our energy consumption. This is reflected 
in selling prices." (Congelese Information Agency) [Text] [Brazzaville 
BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'ACI in French 11 Feb 83 p 6] 9294 
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GABON 


PRESIDENT TAKES MEASURES BENEFITING WORKERS 
Libreville L'UNION in French 4 Feb 83 p 1 


/Text/ As we reported in our previous edition, the chief of state yesterday 

/3 February/ presided over an important meeting at Renovation Palace attended 

by the members of the Executive Bureau of the Gabonese Trade Union Confederation 
(COSYGA); the lst deputy prime minister, Georges Rawiri; the ministers of state, 
Rene Radembinot-Coniquet and Jules Bourdes Ogouliguende; the cabinet ministers, 
Leon Auge, Jean-Pierre Lemboumba Lepandou; the secretary of state, Albert 
Yangari; and the director of the cabinet of the chief of state, Michel 

Essonghe. The agenda for this meeting included two points: the state of the 
negotiations on the collective bargaining agreements and employment problems 

and working conditions. 


After bringing himself up to date on the first point the chief of state decided 

that the negotiations now under way should be concluded quickly to make it 

possible for the workers to benefit from working conditions suited to the 
nomic and social situation in our country. The new agreements, he said, 

should be in force by the end of the first quarter of this year. Regarding 

the second point, the chief of state repeated that no company should carry 

out any further layoffs. In this connection the workers' representatives 

should inform the Ministry of Labor of any decision taken by employers leading 


to iayotrtrs. 


irthermor any emoloyer found responsible for hiring foreign workers without 
the approval of the Ministry of Labor will have to be severely punished. 


fn this regard the workers’ representatives should inform the ministry of 
the presence of any foreign workers in the various companies, in order to 
check on whether their labor contracts are being respected. 


In view of the erosion of purchasing power by inflation the chief of state 


fecided that there should be a salary increase amounting to an overall total 


- £2 
i 


ent, to be distributed among the different occupational categories 
‘ding scale, beginning on 1 February 1983. 














GABON 


MINISTER DIVUNGI VISITS PETROLEUM DISTRIBUTION, STORAGE FIRMS 
Libreville L'UNION in French 2 Feb 83 p 3 
/Axticle by Neltoh/ 


/Excerpt/ In the framework of his visits to make contact with the companies 
engaged in the production and distribution of energy, the minister of energy 
and hydraulic resources last week visited the headquarters of the national 
company for the distribution of petroleum products and its subsidiary, the 
Gabonese Petroleum Products Warehousing Company, in Owendo. 


In fact the Gabonese Petroleum Products Warehousing Company, which is under 

the supervision of the Ministry of Energy and Hydraulic Resources, stocks 

fully processed petroleum products for consumption. The two companies are the 
distributors of fully processed petroleum products which decided in May, 1967, 
to establish a company which would be concerned with the management of their 
stocks from refined products, in order to avoid proliferation of distribution 
systems. The capital involved has gone from 6 million CFA francs in 1967 to 
200 million CFA francs at present. Shares are held by the Gabonese state and 
the Pizo petroleum depot, amounting to 25 and 28.125 percent of the total 
outstanding. The petroleum companies, including Total, Texaco, and BP, share 
the balance of the capital, each of them holding 8.375 percent of the total. 
The Owendo petroleum depot supplies Estuary Province in all seasons and the 
interior of the country in the dry season. Storage capacity in terms of 3 
so-called white products (gasoline, kerosene, and gas-oil) amounts to 20,800 m. 
Storage capacity for heavy gil earmarked solely for the Gabonese cement plant 
at Ntoum amounts to 3,200.m™. Butane gas stored there amounts to 300 metric 
tons, and there are 800 m~ of bitumen. The Moanda depot, whigh supplies the 
Haut-Ogooue and Ogooue-Lolo areas, has a capacity of 12,800 m~ in white 
products and 150 metric tons of butane. 


Another depot, at Oyem, is under construction for holding petroleum security 
stocks in Gabon. 


The business turnover before taxes of the Gabonese Petroleum Products Warehousing 
Company is now about 1.1 billion CFA francs annually. The total investment 

made by the company up to the present is about 2.1 billion CFA francs, with 

an additional 100 million CFA francs in new construction now under way. In 

terms of staffing with local personnel the Gabonese Petroleum Products 
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Jarehousing Company /SGEPP/ will have Gabonese employees in most positions 
within 2 years. Apart from the position of director general of the company 
the two positions of petroleum depot chiefs (at Owendo and Moanda) and the 

] 


position of deputy chief of petroleum depot remain to be filled with loca 


personnel. 


Speaking after the foregoing presentation by the company, Minister Livungi 
the audience about the nature of his visit, which amounted to 

» contact which permitted him not only to become acquainted with 
but also to become directly acquainted with the problems inherent 
to the operations of the company. According to the minister, a company like 
the Pizo depot, which is a firm with a national interest in it and largely in 
the enerzy field, remains a major sector of the economy, as is apparent to 
everyone in a country as young as ours is. He said that everything that can 
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be done in terms of upstream industry can only contribute to the development 


of a country. 

















GABON 


FRG OFFICIAL SEEKS INTENSIFIED ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH GABON 


Libreville L'UNION in French 2 Feb 83 p l 


/Text/ Georges Rawiri, lst deputy prime minister and minister of transport, 
yesterday /1 February/ received Hans Schussler, director general of economic 
affairs, in charge of bilateral, private economic cooperation with the developing 
countries for the Federal Republic of Germany. After the meeting Hans Schussler 
said that his interview with the lst deputy prime minister involved questions 
concerning the intensification of economic relations between his country and 


Gabon. 


This was all the more significant since Georges Rawiri had made an important, 
working visit to the Federal Republic of Germany toward the end of 1982, in 
the course of which the governments of the two countries had agreed that it 
would be appropriate to hold German-Gabonese trade fairs. 


In this connection he stated that a federal German industrial delegation would 
visit Gabon around the middle of the year, while a Gabonese government delegation 
will visit the Federal Republic of Germany, and especially Bonn, to continue 


discussions. 


Regarding the Transgabonese highway, he stated that for the construction of 
the second segment it was highly possible that German companies would take 
part. Continuing his meetings, Hans Schussler will meet with the president 
of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Gabon, Pierre Mebaley, this morning 


/2 February/. 
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GABON 





BRIEFS 


BONGO ADDRESSES CONGRESS CLOSING--A festive atmosphere prevailed this morning 
at the place of international conferences. Great Comrade El Hajj Omar Bongo, 
president of the republic, head of state, secretary general and founder of the 
Bagonese Democratic Party [PDG], officially presided over the closing ceremony 
of the third extraordinary congress of our great party. This ceremony was 
marked by three highlights: First, the swearing-in of new members of the 
central committee; second, the proper closing ceremony of the meeting, includ- 
ing the reading of motions from the federations. One innovation should be 
noted: The commanders in chief of the security forces have become full mem- 
bers of the PDG Central Committee. The motion of the constituted bodies was 
read by National Assembly President Augustin Boma and that of the government 
was read by First Vice Prime Minister Georges Rawari, who stood in for the 
head of government. The motion on general policy was read by Comrade Eioir 
(Andi Sambi). The third and last highlight of this ceremony was the closing 
speech of the great comrade secretary general and founder of the PDG. Speaking 
in his usual frank manner, the father of the renovation first expressed satis- 
faction with the work done by the participants. On the domestic policy of our 
country, President Omar Bongo urged all Gabonese to be honest, conscientious 
and hardworking. He went on to say that during the congress, it was decided 
that the political commissioners will henceforth be motivators, instructors 
and trainers of the masses. [Excerpts] [AB040715 Libreville Domestic Service 


in French 1830 GMT 3 Mar 83] 
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GHANA 


PNDC MEMB™R SPEAKS AT ANNIVERSARY PARADE 
AB060600 Accra Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 6 Mar 83 


[Text] Thousands of school children, women's groups and voluntary organiza- 
tions took part in the 26th independence anniversary parade at the Indepen- 
dence Square in Accra this morning. Delivering the anniversary address, a 
member of the PNDC [Provisional National Defense Council] Na Pulkuu Chirr, 
said that the deterioriation of the economy within the past few years has 
resulted in the inadequate supply of basic goods to the people. Na Pulkuu 
Chirr said that if the government has not been able to provide such ameni- 
ties, it is because the nation lacks the resources to provide them. Na Pulkuu 
Chirr said that the few goods available must be fairly distributed because 
the PNDC does not want to create a society where some contribute the critical 
minimum for others to enjoy. The PNDC member said it is highly undesirable 
to have a single person who is a millionaire at the expense of one million 
poor people. Na Pulkuu Chirr said for the PNDC to ensure that the wealth 

of the nation is shared equitably, there will be the needfor greater sacri- 
fice on the part of certain classes of people. 


Apparently referring to the coup attempt last week, Na Pulkuu Chirr said 
that some of the people who stand to lose most by the reversal of the poli- 
cies of the PNDC are the very people who are being used to destabilize the 
government. He said the PNDC reflects the wishes and aspirations of the 
people of Ghana and as such, the enemy will not succeed in subverting the 
country. Na Pulkuu Chirr congratulated PDC's [People's Defense Committees], 
WOC's [Workers Defense Committees], churches and youth organizations which 
have voluntarily undertaken self-help projects. He finally appealed to ail 
Ghanaians to rally behind the PNDC towards the economic recovery of the na- 
tion. Na Pulkuu Chirr later took the salute at the March-past school chilic- 


ren, voluntary organizations and workers. 
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GHANA 


COMMENTARY ASKS PUBLIC TRIAL OF COUP PLOTTERS 


ABO41517 Accra Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 4 Mar 83 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Toward the end of November last year, a coup plot to overthrow the 
PNDC [Provisional National Defense Council] was discovered and some of the 
culprits involved in the plot were arrested. Others escaped but a search 

for them was mounted. Also mounted were investigations to unveil the involve- 
ment of various persons and parties in the coup attempt. 


For over 3 months now the public has been waiting to know the outcome of 

the search for the rest of the plotters as well as results of the investi- 
gacions into the plot. It was clear at the time of foiling the 23 November 
plot that it was a team up of internal as well as external reactionary forces 
that wanted to overthrow the PNDC and disrupt the process of effecting pro- 
gressive social change in their country. 


After 3 months, it is most probable that a lot more relevant information 

was unearthed about the plot for those who were involved to be put on trial. 
Undoubtedly, those who plot against the people's struggle for social change 
should be tried by a competent panel of the people's own representatives and 
if they are found to be guilty of criminal and subversive charges against the 
interest of the people they should face the wrath of the people's justice 

as determined by the laws of the land. 


It is important to let the coup plotters face trial in the open for a num- 
ber of reasons. First reaction and counterrevolution is not dealt with on 
the quiet side as if it is the settlement of a trivial quarrel between in- 
dividuals. Rather, reaction and counterrevolution are best dealt with by 
open exposure and open political action so that in the process, the mass of 
the people will learn té see their enemies more clearly in order to confront 
and defeat any of their future moves. The open exposure of counterrevolu- 
tion also leads to a strengthening of the political and moral base of the 
people. Secondly, dealing with coup plotters openly will involve setting 

an open example to others who might have similar subversive intentions. Of 
course, some of the die-hards will keep by their counterrevolutionary moves 
but some of the elements who are mere pawns in the game will be discouraged. 
Thirdly, the open trial of plotters will minimize the chances of the situation 

















in which the toreign press and other so-called human rights agencies make 
shrill noise about the infringement of human rights in our country and the 
imprisonment of persons without trial. 


Though the misrepresentation of events in our country by certain external 
groups, especially those which are not disposed to understanding our peculiar 
problems, should not be the principal deterimmant in our intermal policies 

and actions,,it has to be recognized that the bad publicity they engage in 
sometimes results in negative reaction toward us in the international arena. 
Apart from considerations of national security there are no reasons for not 
trying coup plotters in the open and exposing their internal and external 
political connections, the political gains that the people will make from 
these trials will be significant. 
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GHANA 


PAPERS COMMENT ON 26TH INDEPENDENCE ANNIVERSARY 
AB060855 Accra Domestic Service in English 0700 GMT 6 Mar 83 


[Press review] 


[Text] Three weeklies, the SPECATOR, the MIRRORand the ECHO, all write on 
the 26th anniversary of Ghana's independence which falls today. 


The SPECTATOR says in all aspects of human life it cannot be said that 
Ghanaians have remained the same as or have become worse than they were before 
independence. It says independence has given Ghanaians all the chance they 
need to put to full their own mental powers to solve their human problems. 

The past years of confusion that they have faced overthe years were not the 
result of a wrong foundation laid by architects of the cauntry's independence. 
They have come about because Ghanaians have allowed themselves to be swept 

of the path of development according to their own traditional values, guided 
by scientific practices now prevailing in the advanced countries. The 
SPECTATOR observes that some countries in similar straits have been able to 
marshall their people to put things right by revolutionary methods. Ghanaians 
should therefore realize that they are not different from those who have 

gone through similar problems. They should come together now to sow so that 


they can reap tomorrow. 


The MIRROR extends its hearty congratulations to all those who struggled to 
set Ghana on the path of freedom. It says their sweat and toil for the 
inalienable right of the Ghanian, their vision for justice and liberty, their 
dreams of unity and fraternity and their example of patriotism will forever 
be remembered with gratitude. The MIRRORsays if the intentions of the free- 
dom fighters have not beer realized as the nation moves into the 26th year 
of its birth, the question mark lies on the head of the Ghanaian who is yet 
to abandon the habit of indifference to national issues. The paper makes it 
clear that a nation is what its people choose to make it. Ghanaians should 
stop either complaining of making excuses for failures and settling their 
minds where they want to go and what they can do as individuals and as a 


nation to get there. 


For its part the ECHO says 26 years after the nation's birth, it looks as 
if many Ghanaians are disenchanted with the independence. Some wish the 
country was still Gold Coast and not Ghana and other wish Ghana was still a 


37 





colony governed by a developed power. The paper says perhaps the reason 

for this disillusionment is that the economic independence which should have 
followed political independence has eluded them. Thousands of Ghanaians 

hve been forced by circumstances to emigrate to foreign countries. The 
country's infrastructure is falling to pieces and the moral fiber of the 
youth is disintegrating. The ECHO says it is now clear that only a revolu- 
tion can help the country out of its difficulties. Ghanaians must therefore 
identify themselves with the 31 December Revolution, sustain and criticize 
it where necessary. 
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GHANA 


BRIEFS 


SURVEY OF OIL POTENTIAL--The Ghana Government has taken delivery of the sci- 
entific data concerning the potential for oil in Ghana. The data, which is 
contained on 377 seismic tapes, is the result of surveys conducted from 

Denu in the Volta region to Cape Three Points in the westerm region by Geo- 
physical Service International. The survey, which was started last November, 
cost $7.4 million. Mr Lawrence Woodage of Geo-physical Service said the 

data will now be processed after the mapping out of the earth structure be- 
neath the sea to determine whether the sea belt in Ghana holds any oil. Re- 
ceiving the tapes on behalf of the secretary for fuel and power, the tech- 
nical director of the ministry, Professor A.K. Addai, said after processing 
the tapes, the data will be (?sold) to oil companies that want to explore the 
country's offshore belt. He said with these tapes, Ghana will know its oil 
wealth and oil prospectors will also know where exactly there is oil to explore. 
Professor Addai said 15 companies from France, Britain, Canada, the United 
States, Italy and Brazil have already applied to prospect oil in the country. 
He hoped that with the completion of the survey, more companies will apply. 
[Text] [AB041851 Accra Domestic Service in English 1800 GMT 4 Mar 83] 


DELEGATION TO NONALIGNED SUMMIT--A member of the Provisional National Defense 
Council [PNDC], Mr Aanaa Enin, has flown to New Delhi at the head of a two- 
member Ghane delegation to the Seventh Nonaligned Summit beginning in the 
Indian capital on Monday. The other member of the delegation is the upper 
east regional secretary, John Ndeburgre. At the airport to see the team off 
was another member of the PNDC, Ebow Tawiah, and PNDC secretaries. [Excerpt} 
[ABO41007 Accra Domestic Service in English 0800 GMT 4 Mar 83] 
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IVORY COAST 


'FRATERNITE MATIN' ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH PRC 
ABO 31212 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 3 Mar 83 p l 
{Editorial by Auguste Miremon] 


[Text] The Ivory Coast and the PRC establish diplomatic relations: this piece 
of news released at the same time in Abidjan and Beijing surprised several 
Ivorian citizens, because they were not in the least expecting it. 


Thus, after great nations like the United States and France, the Ivory Coast 
will exchange ambassadors with the PRC. Does this mean a change of course in 
our country's international policy? The head of state had already given the 
answer to this in 1965 when he said: 'We shall not refuse to establish 
diplomatic relations with the countries which will not want to take advantage 
of these diplomatic relationships to interfere with our internal affairs, 

and with those who will commit themselves to respecting our institutions and 
never wish to favor or encourage subversive activities against our country." 


It is necessary to repeat forcefully that Ivorians remain committed to 
economic liberalism, openness in their external relations and cooperation with 
ther states, as well as to peace which has become their religion. These are 
the ideals which have always underlined our foreign policies and which 

express more than long speeches Ivory Coast's desire to work hand in hand with 
all nations that share with it these ideals reaffirming the tolerance and 
convictions of its respect for all others with different regimes. It is a 
tact that our country has relations with Western countries--called free--as well 
as with those of communist Europe except the USSR, whose unabated desire to 
export its revolution by all means we are aware of. This will not be the 

case of the PRC which in the joint Ivory Coast-PRC communique published 


© 


yesterday recognized "the principles of equality and nonaggression ... of nonin- 
terference, mutual respect for sovereignty, territorial integrity and political 
and economic ideals." 


It is necessary to respect the terms of this communique. They express the 
two countries to observe a certain measure of neutrality in 
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wir poiicies and not to do anything that smacks of supporting destabilizing 
4 t ' les . 
with these reassuring indications that these conditions wili be adhered to, 


Ivory Coast-PRC cooperation cannot but develop. In the first place, each 
the two countries has something to gain from it. 


, 
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As countries of the Third World faced with the same problems of development, 
and in the case of China, multiplied tenfold because of the immensity of 

its territory and its galloping population growth, exposed to the pressure 
of the industrialized countries of the north--either from the West or trom 
Fast--deprived of resources, the PRC and Ivory Coast can mutually help each 
other in order to bring to their peoples the well-being to which they have 
both been aspiring. 


Just as the PRC can benefit from the influence of the "wise man of Africa" 

in the world and in Africa, the Ivory Coast can also draw inspirations from 
the discipline and organization of the Chinese people--an agrarian people 
whose ingenuity enabled them not only to be self-sufficient but also to create 
a state and a nation and who in, certain fields, have been able to compete 
with and surprise the rich countries. 


It was as certain that the Ivory Coast cculd not continue to be ignorant of 
Beijing, which has enormous importance on the continent of Asia, as was that 

our president, whose fidelity in friendship is great, would not have hesitated 
ir our relations with nationalist China could have been maintained. But 

nistory and especially experience show that this could not be possible due 

to the relentless struggle of the two Chinas and the individual desires of 

each of them to be the only and legitimate representative of the Chinese people. 


March 1, 1983 will therefore become an unforgettable date in our young history. 
It will also mark the starting point of a long, fruitful and rich cooperation 
with this great country, China, which has decided to enter into a loyal 
partnership with we Ivorians. 
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IVORY COAST 


ABIDJA\ PAPER PRAISES INCREASED DIALOGUE IN AFRICA 


ABO51403 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 5, 6 Mar 83 pp 1, 32 
[Editorial by Auguste Miremont: "Again Dialogue" 


‘Text] The past few days were rich with events that we could describe as 
historical. Let us take a look at them. 


--The second meeting between Angolans and South Africans despite the extreme 
tension prevailing in the region. 


--Reconciliatory tripartite summit meeting in Guinea among President Doe of 
Liberia, Siaka Stevens of Sierra Leone and Sekou Toure of Guinea, following 
the breaking of diplomatic relations between Liberia and Sierra Leone as a 
result of the publication in a Sierra Leonian weekly of an article disfavoring 


the Liberian head of state. 


the first face-to-face meeting between Morocco's King Hassan II and Algerian 
President Chadli Bendjedid after a /-year break--a meeting which lasted 5 hours. 


--The visit of a Libyan delegation to Ndjamena to meet the Chadian authorities. 


[Through these four facts, one can notice that dialogue "is not dead." On the 
contrary, it is more alive than ever before and its achievements, though not 
immediately realized, are stronger than ever before, stronger than the weapons 
that "raged" on our continent, because apart from the Liberian-Sierra Leonian 
tension--the cause of which does not commensurate with the hours and the days 
used in trying to settle it--the world will admit with us that it was difficult 


to think that one day the protagonists in south, north and central Africa would 
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ion of refusing to grant independence to Namibia, 
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rican countries, 
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Thus, concerning the conflict between Angola and Pretoria, one cannot disresard 
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through its intransivence, intolerance and distorted view of the situation. 
Pretoria tail to understand that the USSR and its satellites need 
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tension to make their influence and expansionist tendency spread over our 


— 


continent? 











Also, one cannot with a single stroke wipe out 7 years of war in the Western 
Sahara and 7 years of break in relations between Morocco and Algeria. The 
fact that the leaders of these two countries met and held talks does not 
mean the contlict will end in the next few days. However, it is a step 
rorward, a great step torward, which when sufficiently pursued, is sure 


to yield good fruits tomorrow. 


As tor the Chadian-Libyan conflict, we know what is fueling it: Colonel 
al-Qadhdhatfi's insatiable expansionist desire forcing him to take by 

force the Aouzou strip which is part of Chad's territory. A champion of short- 
lived unions, a false defender of African and Arab integrity and shuffling 

the cards in the Sahara, Chad and the Middle East, he willfully shares his 
fancies and humor of the time. 


Has he now understood that his weapons alone cannot help him achieve his 
ambitions? And if he has understood--and of course all other parties in conflict 
in Africa--then this is the time for him to put an end to the bloodbath, to the 
sufterings of warring peoples, to the destruction and torture which follow 


the use of weapons. 


We can only praise all the measures of dialogue undertaken on our continent 
and hope that they will yield rapid results in the interest of peace in Africa 
so that, through the OAU Africa can regain its unity and spirit of tolerance 
and devote itself singularly to its economic and social development. Thanks 


to dialozgue--once again and forever. 
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LESOTHO 


MINISTER SCORES SABC TELEVISION PROGRAM 
MBO21502 Maseru Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 2 Mar 83 


[Text] The minister of information and broadcasting, the Honorable C.D. 
Molapo, today said that the SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] 
television program, Focus, about Lesotho last night came as no surprise to 
the government of Lesotho. 


The program claimed that many Basotho are fleeing into the transkei to 

seek refuge in that bantustan. The program gleefully praised Mokhehle for 
the bombing of the Caltex petrol depot on Sunday, 13 February, which was in 
fact carried out by the SADF using a South African helicopter which came 
and returned into the free state after that evil bombing. 


The minister, recalling the Bethlehem refugee episode of 1980, observed that 
South Africa, through its various agents hired and recruited Basotho into 
the so-called Bethlehem refugee camp, promising the people that they would 
be given mbonyama [bread]. Of course the exercise was a futile one, as 

it was to be seen later when many Basotho returned to Lesotho except for 

a few diehards of the LLA [Lesotho Liberation Army] of Mokhehle, who were 
then moved by South Africa into the Qwa Qwa Bantustan. 


The minister stated that Lesotho has for some time been aware that members 


of the LLA of Mokhehle have been moving from some free state centers such 
as Fixburg, Clarens and Qwa Qwa itself into the transkei. For example, 
Lesoli Makwa is one notable LLA member who has moved into the transkei, 
where he and others are supposed to undergo further training with a view to 


continuing acts of sabotage along the Lesotho border with South Africa. 


It will be further remembered that before South Africa invaded Maseru on 
the 9th of December, 1982, when 42 people were murdered in their sleep, 
puppets such as Sebe of Ciskei started threatening attacks on Lesotho under 
the pretext that the ANC was attacking that South African bantustan from 
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of a Basotho refugee buildup in the transkei, so that when they send more 
aeroplanes to attack Lesotho, the transkei bantustan or Ciskei will be used 


as scapegoats. 


The minister said that whichever way one would wish to look at this matter 
of refugees, it comes to one thing only, mainly that South Africa is bent 
on its course of destabilization of southern Africa. South Africa would 
rather that countries such as Lesotho were sooner out of her way and in the 
hands of traitors like Mokhehle. 


The minister said that he was also aware that at the moment South Africa is 
worried about the Farrar report before the United Nations, and thus it is 
now concentrating on besmearing the good name of Lesotho. There are no 
refugees from Lesotho in South Africa, the minister said. 


The military training which is being given to the LLA, Transkeians and 
Ciskeians is being built on the excuse that they want to assassinate 
Mathanzima and Sebe. Both Sebe and Mathanzima should know that Lesotho will 
never conspire their death. We understand their actions fully, they are 


quislings to Africa. 


The minister, in conclusion, advised Basotho of all shades to take courage 


as there were no people running away from Lesotho into the transkei. He 


sacic 
said that yet another attempt was being made to recruit some Basotho with 
the promise that they will be given Mbonyana. Let us preserve our peace 


and develop our economy to the disappointment of the enemy, the minister 
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LIBERIA 


BRIEFS 


ENVOY TO USSR--The new Liberian ambassador to the Soviet Union, 
J. Christopher Ricks, has presented his letters of credence to the first 
vice president of the Presidium of the USSR, V. V. Kuznetsov, at the Kremlin 
in Moscow. According to a dispatch from the Liberian Embassy in Moscow 
cabled to LINA [Liberian News Agency] yesterday, Mr Ricks recently presented 
his credentials and spoke of government's desire to strengthen closer ties of 
friendship with the Soviet Union. He pointed out that the Liberian Government 
advocated peaceful coexistence with all peace-loving countries, commitment to 
nonalignment and noninterference in the internal affairs of other states. 
Ambassador Ricks commended the Soviet Union's efforts in Africa to eliminate 
apartheid and colonialism and said Liberia took a similar stand. Mr Ricks 
said his presence in the Soviet Union opened another chapter in Soviet- 
Liberian relations. For his part, Mr Kuznetsov said the Soviet Union was 
pursuing a foreign policy aimed at preserving and continuing the progress of 
international detente and thus solving a wide range of vital world problems. 
He further said the USSR's foreign initiative was directed toward the 
peaceful proposals adopted by the 26th Congress of the Communist Party. 
Mr Kuznetsov noted that mankind could not continuously accept the arms race 
and wars and it did not want to risk a generalized war in the future. 
Referring to Soviet-Liberian relations, Mr Kuznetsov confirmed his government's 
readiness to maintain and develop fruitful cooperation between the two countries. 
hile, the Liberian Students" Union in the USSR has already called on the 
ambassador to offer their congratulations to him. [Text] [AB030900 Monrovia 
Elwa in English 0655 GMT 3 Mar 83] 


DOE VISITS SUDAN--The Liberian head of state commander in chief Samuel Doe ended 
his l-day visit to Sudan yesterday with a joint communique calling for total 
commitment to the OAU by its members. The communique said that African 

problems should be resolved by peaceful means according to the principles of 

the OAU. According to the Sudanese News Agency, after meeting between commander 
in chief Doe and President Numayri, the two leaders expressed satisfaction 

with relations between their two countries and said they were determined to 
strengthen cooperation. The Liberian leader left Sudan yesterday for India by 
way of the UAE where he was due to hold discussions with leaders ot that country. 
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(Text] {ABO70814 Monrovia Radio Elwa in English 0655 GMT 7 Mar 83] 
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MADAGASCAR 


VITM OFFICIALS INTERVIEWED ON ELECTION PLANS 


Tananarive MADAGASCAR-MATIN in French 5 Feb 83 pp 2, 8 
/Interview witn VITM Officials Jose Ravelomanantsoa and Jacqueline Rasamimanana 
by A.R. on 6 February; place not specified/ 

/Text/ At the Vonjy Iray Tsy Mivaky (VITM) of Dr Razanabahiny Marojama they 
are displaying total optimism. They discount the myth of dissidence that had 
to some degree prevaded the ranks of members. The VITM more than ever 
proclaims the support for national unity that is the basis of its do 
as its reasons for existence. Someone assured us: No electoral alli 
Or more parties of the Front. 
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Yesterday, in a free-ranging discussion about the situation, our correspondent 
lL + =} Ar +; T° rv - - [ * -_ rn 95 me - } 
talked with two active VITM members, Jose Ravelomanantsoa, member of the 
political bureau in charge of external relations and vice chairman of the 
propaganda committee, and Mme Jacqueline Rasamimanana, in charge of press 
relations and member of the methods committee. 
/Question/ In the VITM, how do you view the coming elections to the decentralized 
bodies? 
/ Answer Ne regard the coming VIP elections as an important stage in the 
2 ° 1 /_-= - ¢ . . _ 7 7 . T * * —_ e 1 
political life of our party. This is natural, in that this is one of the 
t elections involving universal suffrage on the one hand, and it constitutes 
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m tne otner. Consequently, it is a test for all the parties of the real 
impact of our political ideas and of the party itself among the Malagasy 
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lestion, If you were to give one message to your supporters, what woul 
\nswer That message has been spoken widely, on many occasions, and particu- 
residential election 't *+3 based directly on the eight 
reed by the national council « Vangalindrano. 
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/Answer/ We believe it is necessary to distinguish between the presidential 
election, which had a very different context or objective, and the VIP 
elections. Also, we believe that the VITM members without exception are now 
mobilized to concentrate on the struggle they will have to make during these 
elections. As expressed in a slogan of the political bureau, we think our 
members will pull together so that the party will prevail under the best 
possible conditions. 


/Question/ In light of the experience of the past 5 years, what do you in 
the VITM have in the way of remarks, criticisms, or suggestions toward 
improving the system of decentralized bodies, which, as always, has its 


critics? 


/Answer/ It is undeniably true that, as with any organization and human 
endeavor, the way decentralization has been applied for the past 5 years 
leaves something to be desired. One cannot do everything in 5 years. All 
that cannot be done in such a short period. There have been some worthwhile 
accomplishments, certainly. However, there have also been some things to 
review and correct. 


/Question/ Explain yourself. 


/Answer/ For example, the distribution of responsibilities, particularly 

the transference of the identity and reality of the Front to the level of the 
varous decentralized bodies. That is very important. The Front's identity 
and reality must be conveyed to all levels, all the way to the fokontany. 


/Question/ What are the problems, in your view? 


/Answer/ The problems at the fokontany level and at the level of the urban 
concentrations; they are very important. The problems are health, mainly in 
the big cities, security, and also food. These problems are not solely the 
responsibility of the decentralized bodies. They are also the concern of the 
political power, at the national level, to be then relayed to each segment of 


the decentralized organizations. 


/Question/ Are we not asking too much of the decentralized bodies? What do 


you think about security? 


/Answer/ We think that there is a basic-level situation that should be 
studied. Above all, we do not want punitive action just for the pleasure of 
it. We must identify the origin of the problem. That must receive the 
greatest attention. Enforcement and punitive action will only be applied as 
a complement to the remedy found for the origin of the problem. Our security 
problem is typical of a social condition stemming from want and shortage. 
dowever, we do not have a monopoly on insecurity. 


/Question/ What is the VITM's situation today? After the breath of dissidence 
in vour party following the presidential election? 














/Answer/ Well, we believe one should not attach too much importance to 
somethiny that really does not deserve it. The dissidence or discord, 
whatever term you want to use, had no reality except in the mind of some 
people. .In fact, we can perhaps say that there was not exactly an identity 
of opinion during the presidential election. We believe that one can hardly, 
and not even possibly, talk about a real dissidence. The opinions and 
motivations of VITM members have not changed, at least in respect to the 
party's basis and genuine principles, whatever the nature of the individuals, 
dissidents or nondissidents. The VITM foundation and doctrine will be solid 
the moment our members face the challenge so that the party can proclaim 
itself and occupy its rightful position in the nation. It is absolutely 
certain that our members will rejoin ranks, particularly if too much importance 
is not given to this situation. The media, in particular, have excessively 
concentrated on something that certainly did not deserve it. 


/Question/ Let's get back to the VIP elections. Your final comments... 
/Answer/ The task is to speak out and to struggle for the political views 
that prompted our members to elect us; to strive to put into effect our 
message that was defined during the national councils at Antananarivo, 
Antsirabe, and Vangaindrano. Our primary policy is to work for Madagascar; 
with the Madagascar realities; on the bases irherited from our ancestors. 

We should find our political inspiration in Madagascar's history and in the 
daily reality of the Malagasy people. We hope, like everyone else, that these 
elections will be the occasion for the various members of the Front to oppose 
each other in no other way but politically. And in a frank and loyal way. 

We hope that the arrangements concerning both the media and information will 
apply equally to all, and that this will be an opportunity for a further step 
toward full democracy. 
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MALAWI 


BRIEFS 


RELATIONS WITH NORTH AMERICA--President Hastings Banda appears to have irritated 
some American officials by his public claims that he used his own money to 
build the prestigious Kamuzu Academy in his home district of Kasunga. The US 
lent Malawi several million dollars specifically for contributing to building 
the academy. About two years ago the World University Service of Canada 
turned down Banda's request for teaching staff for the academy on the 

grounds that Canada could not support such an elitist institution. (The 
academy's curriculum is based on classics--Latin and Greek; virtually all 
teachers are white; the students wear black gowns). Four months ago Canada 
Suspended economic aid to Malawi in protest against human rights breaches, 
particularly the alleged kidnapping and subsequent treatment of Orton Chirwa 
(AC Vol 23 No 12). Malawi then recalled from Ottawa its ambassador, Alex 
Upindi. Malawian diplomats in North America have also suffered from the eco- 
nomic squeeze in Malawi. Some of them were not paid for three months in the 
latter part of last year. [Text] [London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in English No 3, 
2 Feb 83 p 8] 
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MAURITIUS 


MINISTRY OF FINANCE'S NATIONAL DEBT ESTIMATES 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 9 Feb 83 pp 1,4 
CArticle: "New Estimates From the Ministry of Finance] 


(TextJ The repayment of the national debt is expected to 
cost 1.334 billion rupees in 1982-1983, i.e. 69 million 
rupees more than planned for that financial year. 


Late in 1982, the Ministry of Finance estimated that repaying the national 
debt for the financial year 1982-1983 would cost the state 1.334 billion 
rupees, i.e. 69 million rupees more than had originally been planned. Ac- 
cording to this estimate, foreign and domestic debt repayments would amount 
respectively to 818 and 516 million rupees. Because these amounts are ex~ 
tremely high, the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank recommended 
asures to limit the government's latitude in borrowing, in order to improve 


budget position and the balance of payments. 


Lhe World Bank has already insisted that Mauritius must reduce its debt 
service ratio from 19 percent in 1983 to 13 percent by 1986 and 12 percent 

. According to the World Bank, Mauritius cannot achieve this objec- 
tive unless it resolutely embarks on the path to recovery and does so within 
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tf short time and unless authorities keep up their efforts to reorganize the 
country's economy. The minister of finance stated that, acccrding to the 
"Tt is crucial to monitor closely external borrowing and to 
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nt to be repaid on the foreign debt (818 million rupees) is 28. 
iillion rupees lower than the initial estimate. This reduction 1s said t 
be due to lower interest rates on Eurodollar loens. On the other hand, the 

int to be repaid on the domestic debt (515 million rupees) is 97.5 mil- 
lion rupees higher than the initial estimate (418.5 million rupees). Thi 
increased interest rates following an increase in the rate } 
s. Also, the government contracted two loans (160 
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When added to this, interests on World Monetary Fund drawings (estimated at 
181.7 million rupees) and repurchases (estimated at 61.6 million rupees) 
will bring the total amount to be repaid on the national debt in 1982-1983 
to 1.577 billion rupees. For the previous financial year, that amount was 
1.016 billion rupees. The Ministry of Finance also estimated that these 


debts would total 1.854 billion rupees for the year 1983-1984. 


We should also point out that, according to forecasts from the Ministry of 
Finance, our foreign currency reserves will drop from 615 million rupees in 


April to 40 million rupees in June 1983, especially because of our heavy 
external debt service. 











MAURITIUS 


GOVERNMENT, PRIVATE SECTOR DIFFER ON NATIONALIZATION 


Port Louis .© MAURICIEN in French 7 Feb 83 pp 5-6 
LArticle: "Disagreement on State Control: The Private Sector Suggests ‘a 
Different Type of Nationalization''] 


(Text] According to Mr J.M. Paturau: "The debate is 
assuming excessive importance.” 


The private sector is not ready to accept nationalization in the form advoca- 
ted by the zovernment. It countered by suggesting a type of nationalization 
rhich, it says, would be more effective and better adapted to the country's 
economy. "... We must challenge all nationalization based on a sectarian 
ideology or short-term electioneering. To us, a good nationalized or para- 
statal enterprise is one that provides a maximum of social benefits for a 
minimum of public expenditures." This statement, among others, was made by 
the coordinator of the Joint Economic Committee (JEC), Mr J.M. Paturau, in 
the last issue of PROSI (February), in which he summarized the views and the 
position of the private sector concerning this burning question of the hour. 


Reviewing the government's program and the measures taken to nationalize 
various key economic sectors, Mr Paturau wrote that "economic recovery and 
especially the creation of jobs do not go very well with unconditional na- 
tionalizations... If, as we believe, the primary objective is to create 
jobs, lt cannot be achieved by scaring off investors. This 1s a politically 
difficult but economically indispensable choice which the government will 
to make in the near future." 


What are the criteria for nationalization? Mr Paturau lLsted them as rollows: 
(1 To prevent the closing down of a vital industry and the une 
t ,at wi ] emsue 
To provide tinancial support to an industry when technological changes 
ipital investment. 
the operation of an essential service by paying for the 
ere! ween market and corporate costs. 














The private sector is opposed to the principle of nationalization; never- 

eless, nationalization may be useful under certain circumstances, Mr 
Paturau acknowledged. In such cases, we should not depart from certain 
principles, especially the principle of adequate compensation; should com- 
pensation be deferred in time, reasonable interest taking inflation into 
account should make up for the delay; (in its 1976 program, the MMM men- 
tioned repayment in state notes with a low annual interest rate and indexa- 
tion on the cost of living). The right to appeal to the Supreme Court is 
essential whenever the owners of the nationalized enterprise feel the com- 
pensation offered is inadequate. "This recourse to justice is a fundamental 
right," Mr Paturau wrote, "and a clear separation between the judiciary and 
the legislature is the very basis of all self-respecting democracies. Other- 
wise, the so-called protection clauses 8 and 9 of our Constitution are no 
longer worth anything." 


As tar as the nationalization of the port is concerned, Mr Paturau recalled 
that the Scruttons and United Nations reports recommended to use the private 
sector by means of a long-term contract. Mr Paturau called the government's 
decision to create a Cargo Handling Corporation a "political" decision. 


Commenting on another pending measure to nationalize two sugar refin- 
erles, Mr Paturau asked: "Is Rose-Belle, which was an ‘acquisition’ rather 
than a 'nationalization,' the finest among the government's properties?" 
As tor the nationalization of 20,000 acres, Mr Paturau agreed with experts 
who expect mainly a "marked decline in the national product." 


The coordinator also pointed out that the success of the industrialization 
policy rests on what was written in Sessional Paper No 2 in 1963, which 
detined the government's policy and in which the government agreed to place 
no restrictions on the repatriation of capital, dividends or profits by 
foreign companies. 
Will nationalization affect investment? It will. And Mr Paturau is positive 
in this respect. Among other things, he wrote: "... as soon as a government 
talks of nationalizations, even in limited numbers and well-defined sectors, 
estors get scared and defer or even cancel all pending projects." 








MAURITIUS 


SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN EXPORTS, REDUCTION IN IMPORTS 
Port Louis i.'EXPRESS in French 6 Feb 83 pp l, 7 


LArticle: "Toward a Reduction In the Balance Of Trade Deficit; Significant 
[Increase In Exports and Decrease In Exports In 1982"] 


[Text] The volume of exports, in metric tons, was 40 per- 
cent higher in 1982 than in 1981. On the other hand, the 
volume of imports declined by 8 percent in 1982, compared 
with 1981. 


Despite a slowdown in transshipment activities, port activities last year 
were marked by an increase of close to 10 percent in the volume of cargo 
handled compared with 1981. 





[The volume ot 1982 exports exceeded by far, i.e. by more than 40 percent, 
that of the previous year. This was mainly due to a good sugar crop, 

975,172 metric tons of which were shipped to foreign markets. The import 
tion policy resulted in an 8 percent decline in 1982 exports compared 


[fhe volume of goods exported last year was larger than the estimates pub- 
lished in the World Bank memorandum for that period. A 14 percent increase 
in the volume of exports had been expected for 1982. Sugar alone accounted 

cess exports of 42.5 percent over 1981,when only 403,456 metric tons 
iad been shipped to the European Economic Community (EEC). Sales of molasses 
wed the same trend. 
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Official statistics reveal that close to 40,000 metric tons of o11 pr 
were sold to ships calling at the port during 1982; these sales, which are 
recorded as export sales, had been lower in 1981. In 1981, sales of oi] 
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products amounted to 27,101 metric tons. 
(he volume of imports was reduced by 8 percent between 1981 and 1982, 
,209 ¢ »/8,240 metric tons. A corresponding decrease in volume was 
lany imported articles, although in varying proportions. C: 
still by volume, dropped by approximately 6.5 percent in 1982, when 
,243 metric tons were imported. To reorient investments toward 
luctive sectors and limit investments in construction, government 
nates published last November provided for a reduction of 7 percent or 


In construction materials imports. 











Category 





Bagged Cargo 
- Rice 
- Flour 
- Dry grains 
- Animal feed 
- Fertilizers 


Bulk Cargo 

- Fertilizers 
- Cement 

- O1l products 
- Edible oils 


General Cargo 
Containerized Cargo 
Miscellaneous 


Total 


peta Soh Dd 
Bulk Cargo 
- Sugar 

- Molasses 
- Oil 


General Cargo 


Table 1. Imports (Metric Tons) 


1981 


-_--: 


77,799 
27,331 
5,292 
2,936 
2,357 


60,601 
243,124 
271,700 

17,842 

82,526 
147,507 

16,194 


955,209 


Table 2. Exports (Metric Tons) 


1981 
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403,456 
124,121 
27,101 
2,396 
41,055 
19,130 


617,259 








1982 





77,994 
25,173 
769 
5,407 
2,983 


37,353 
227,243 
241,166 

17,907 


134,123 


28 ,666 


878,240 


1982 





575,172 
175,308 
40,172 


16,096 


865,798 








Lon oil products for local consumption was also appreciably 
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reduced last year. While 271,700 metric tons of o11 products were imported 
in 1981, only 241,165 metric tons were purchased last year. Less fertilizer, 
less flour and less dry grains were imported in 1982. As far as dry grains 


are concerned, the drop in imports is considerable: 85.4 percent less than in 
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Agricultural circles are of the opinion that this reducation canno 
result of a substitution of Local products for these goods. The production 
eftort in this sector is too recent, and dry grain requirements planning 
could not take this factor into account. In addition, statisti t 
domestic consumption of dry grains are not available. Generally, this 
- 


sumption is defined in terms of the volume of product imported but, in 


present cas , 1t 1s emphasized that no extrapolation 1s possible that would 
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it was also said that, in times of economic difficulties, households would 


tend to shift their consumption from beef or chicken to dry grains. Some 
Mentioned that there might be some surplus stocks in warehouses. Rice im- 
ports increased by only 1.3 percent from one year to the next: that rate is 
about the same ag the rate of growth of the population. If all the rice im- 
ported every year was consumed, and if consumption was distributed evenly 
among the people, each of the 939,477 inhabitants (30 June 1981 figure) 
would have consumed 82.8 kg of rice during that year. In 1982, each ot the 


963,915 Mauritians (30 June 1982 tigure) would have consumed 80.9 kg of 
rice over a i2zg=month er Lod. 
extrapolations contained in the memorandum sent to the World Bank men- 
C1 i roximately 2 percent in the volume of tooa products 
rted in 1982, « yared with 1981. The classification of available sta- 
tics does not make it possible to compile this data with precision. 
[Transshipment activities slowed down last year: the volume of transshipped 
argo was 20.3 percent lower than in 1981. In port circles, it was said 
t ¢t ine would have been greater if it had not been for the reper- 
isslons the Pointe-des-Galets (Reunion) strike. The 1983-1987 master 
La r ort ficates that a recovery of transshipment activities is 
‘ t 5aYr OU n rt ile ved t i Ou, i iore az resslve puo LC rel iT1LONS 
ima ine 
L r r ‘ ort activities 1s expected to follow a mo st cur ° 
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MAURITIUS 


BRIEFS 


CUBA DEFENSE AID OFFER--Is it true that the text of the joint 
Mauritian-Cuban communique was changed twice before its publication? 
It was, according to a well-informed source. It is almost 


certain that an official communique will be rushed to deny the main part 
of our information. If we publish it, it 1s because we have no reason 

to doubt our source. As we were told, therefore, theinitial text of the 
communique stated that the Mauritian government could ask for Cuban as~ 
sistance in the field of security. This provision caused consternation 
on the Mauritian side, as the Cuban offer took some personalities by 
surprise. After some hesitation, the Cuban delegation was officially . 
informed that its offer was inopportune. The Cubans then withdrew their 
offer, and restricted themselves to providing a ship to replace the 
"Mauritius." In certain circles, people wonder about the significance of 
that offer, all the more so as the request for the creation of a people's 
militia had been formulated during the Cuban vice-president's visit. Would 
that people's militia have been approved and armed by the Cubans? [Text] 
(Port Louis THE NATION in French 8 Feb 83 p 1J 9294 


NATIONAL CURRENCY--Port-Louis, 1 Mar (AFP)--The Bank of Mauritius announced 

on Monday afternoon that the national currency of Mauritius, the rupee, has 
been detached from the special drawing right constituted by a group of foreign 
currencies since Monday. The rupee is henceforth tied to another group of 
foreign currencies "which reflect better the structure of the country's 
external trade.'’ A communique issued by the bank indicated that this decision 
is aimec at "stabilizing the exchange rate of the Mauritian rupee by minimizing 
its tluctuations with relation to the currencies of our main trading partners," 


The change in favor of this new group of foreign currencies was made in order 
to ensure the maintenance of the exchange value of the Mauritian rupee," the 
Sank of Mauritius communique exnrlained. It was recalled that the main trading 


partners of Mauritius comprise more than 50 percent of the EEC countries with 


‘reat Britain the leader. [Text] [ABO11259 Paris AFP in French 1052 GMT 
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nap, on a scale of 1/50,000, which will provide tectmical support for the 
iineral prospecting projects in that region of the country. The cartographic 
survey was the responsibility of the Italian firm Aquater, under the terms 
it an agreement between Mozambique and that European country. The agreement 
ilso call r gecchemical testing of samples of river sediment, for the 
yreiiminary prospecting in an area of about 29,000 square milimeters. 
According t ilvano Marsini, Aquater project director in Quelimane, this 
‘rear the collected data will be processed, including selection of map 
ocumentation and explanatory geological-mineral and geochemical reports, 
mong others. The same source explained that the project in which Aquater 
is engaged should be concluded in the second half of this year. About 200 
Mozambican workers and 30 Italians were involved in the first and second 
nmases of the project. When the project is completed, it will provide a 
mneral view ot the area under study, as well as assessment of the mineral 
tential for turther detailed studies. Our informant was optimisti 
it the ipletion of the project despite the compiex logistical and 
9erational problems involved. [Text] [Beira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in 
rcugzuese lan 83 p 4) 6362 
PERATION WITH BRAZIL--Maputo--Cesar Cals, Brazilian minister of mines 
ind energy, has igned a cooperation accord with Central Bank of Mozambique 
r Prakash, which Brazil will begin to prospect for oil in 
imbique, rou TROBRAS [Brazilian Petroleum Corporation}. The 
rd al vides for Brazilian participation in the development of th 
itural iS erve »f Inhambane Province, forestry development in Niassa 
l t i Dp LTA LOI y¢ the Mecanha zi coal field in Tete Pr Imce. 
. dispat the Mozambican news agency AIM, published following the 
yilatera int commission in Maputo, reported that Brazil 
L i ilture and livestock farming, providing stu 
id professional training of Mozambican citizens. 
| ilzged that a joint civii construction company will | 
Li be conduct e a required for the new 
‘ . i i . pen a ner Line 
puntries, t i1 t credit of $250 millior 
t Kas eiat tween the two mtrie 
; t d that th ould be “further 
, JORNAT ANGOLA i fuguese 1Y in os py 








MORE ARRESTS IN BEILRA--Another Portuguese--Rui Manuel Amorim Janeiro--has 
been arrested in the city of Beira, Mozambique, on suspicion of involvement 
in antigovernment activities, the Portuguese news agency ANOP learned from 
diplomatic sources in Maputo. Rui Janeiro, a technician with the pipeline 
company, was arrested 3 days ago. It is the 10th case of this kind 
involving a Portuguese citizen since De-ember. Nunes Barata, counsel of 
the Portuguese Embassy in Maputo, returned to Maputo yesterday from Beira, 
where he had gone to discuss the situation of the detainees with local 
authorities. He also consulted with members of the local Portuguese 
community and should return to Beira soon to visit the detainees, which 
he was unable to do on this trip because he had no authorization. To date, 
the Mozambican authorities have only notified the Portuguese Embassy in 
Maputo of the arrest of the first five Portuguese, which occurred in 
December, but they did not indicate the reason for the measure. The 
currene wave of arrests, which included a British citizen and at least 
one Mozambican high official, the provincial director of security, followed 
the sabdorage, in December, of the fuel storage tanks at the port of Beira. 
The investigation ot the incident led the authorities to conclude that 
individuals residing in the city were involved in the sabotage of the 
storage tanks, which caused considerable damage. ANOP has learned that 
the Englishman, Finlay Hamilton, against whom the most serious charges 
have been made, confessed that he had met recently with Evo Fernandes, 
representative of the Mozambican Resistance in Portugal. Fernandes stood 
as godfather at the baptism of Hamilton's youngest son. [Excerpts] 

\ 


Luania JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 19 Jan 83 p 9] 6362 


MACHEL TO VISIT PROTUGAL IN FALL--President Samora Machel should visit 

Portugal in October, Mozambican diplomatic sources have revealed to the 
Portuguese news agency ANOP. Recently sounded out by an envoy of Samora 
Machel, President Ramalho Eanes may have accepted the idea of a visit in 


’ 


» 
the spring ot in October. According to the sources, Mozambique opted for 
he presidential visits for 1983. The FRELIMO Party 


oe 
ober in scheduling t 


‘-ongress will take place in the spring, soon after the papal visit to 
Mozambique and President Machel's visit to France, England and Holland. 
fhe sources contacted thought it "quite likely" that the Mozambican leader's 
isit to Portugal would also take in Spain. Following Luis Cabral, 
stides Pereira and Pinto da Costa, Machel will be the fourth president 
ortuguese-speaking African country to visit Lisbon. [Text] [Lisbon 
NOTICIAS in Portuguese 28 Jan 83 p 4] 6362 
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PLRST SESSION OF ANNUAL MEETING OF AGRICULTURAL CADRES 


Niamey LE SAnEL in French 15 Feb 83p 2 


{Article by Abdou Seydou: "Annual Meeting ot Agricultural Cadres"] 


[i:xcerpt} The annual meeting of agricultural cadres was opened yesterday 
morning in Maradi. Tue pretect of the Maradi department, Maj Dandi Abarchi, 
the mayor of the Maradi commune and representatives of international organiza- 
tions were present at the meeting. 


i 


e pretect of Maradi, Maj Dandi Abarchi, began his speech by welcoming the 


national and departmental agricultural cadres: 


1, 
aa 


"Your meetings are taking place at an historical turning point in our economic 
and social development policy," the prefect of Maradi said in substance. 


"In tact,’’ he said, "everywhere the putting in place of the institutions of the 
ment Company is moving toward its conclusion. The cadre who originally 
came to consult and cooperate will then be the crucible of all actions to be un- 
dertaxen in the rural environment. But he will also be the guarantee of the 
success Of our operations in favor of the effective participation we expect 

trom all socio-professional strata." 


ae 


Maj Dandi Abarchi then went on to say that the meeting is a follow-up to the 


i i/dalU Wad 4 
national couierence on intervention strate, in the rural environment whici was 
eld last November in Zinder, and the prefect of Maradi continued: 
"So many events of prime importance dictate wisdom, self-sacrifice, prudence 
and much discernment in a national, or even international economic context that 


Your meeting must be an opportunity tor critical and 


° , 43 ~ > ; - os va 
id yredreas UeLTeETLOTAaAteaU. 
tA. . . +larty, > ? 
JY UK LAVE rertiecvclon. 


entral and departmental agricultural cadres, the prefect said that 


those contexts couwnand then to orlent thelr meeting toward a genuine workshop 
ro oin-deptn analysis, not only of all the Zinder recommendations that affect 


isricultural production, but also--and above all--what must be our approach 


fro . to the rural milieu and our structures for intervention conforming 
to the spirit of the Development Company, which is now a reality. 
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NIGER 


SHORTCOMINGS IN ATTITUDE OF SOME MANAGERS NOTED 
Niamey Le SAlitL in French 12-13 Feb 83 p 8 
[Column by Arbi: "Arbi's Words''| 


jfext, Inteliectuals characteristically think a lot of themselves. Nigerien 
anugers are no exception. 
Some ot them are so persuaded of their own superiority over others that they 


to believe that they are the state, they are Niger and they must be the 
only ones to benetit from everything, because they have a monopoly on know- 


sCCLE 
Can a@ country be built solely with Ph.Ds, bachelors of philosophy, geology, 
nistory or whatever? Cannot the textile worker, the public works laborer or 
istoms corporal, the lettuce merchant, the tailor, the jeweler, the black- 
silth, the chauffeur or the typist also take part in building the nation? 
ul not sO stupid as to minimize the managers' role. They are both the tan 
elt and the engine of the country for which they are the guarantors of the 


success of certain socio-economic projects. 


ome of them carry out their tasks with intelligence and dignity. And I must 
Ne tiat (nappily tor Niger!) they are the most numerous. But alas, there 
ils thers: those who, by their "abdication," are "responsible" for the 
ilure certain projects or certain ambitious and generous policies. They 


eve that trom the moment they become managers they are potential ministers, 
ind SO must automaticaliy be called upon for leadership jobs. And they "idle" 
is long as no order comes along to sanctify their superiority over others. 


CG 


fhe trouble is that sometimes, as soon as they are promoted, they set then- 
elves up as potentates, contemptuous of common men, seeking to establish 
nemselves at any cost by displaying goods that are most often ill-gotten, di- 
irapublic services, companies or organizations as if they 


rectiunmg pudalie and pat 
re tamily businesses. Right up to the day they are "called to other duties." 
en g the "time in the wilderness" with 1ts trail of accumulated resent- 
ents and ill teelings. One again becomes a man like other men. Gone are the 
champayg1 iners; gone the free gasoline, the princely gifts to the "princesses 
t lght; e rediscovers the difficulties ot life; one again becomes 
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, dialectic and Sinks into alconolisil. 
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NIGER 


BRIEFS 


SPECULATION IN PLOTS OF LAND BANNED--Despite the consequences that any urban 
development brings with it (problems of highway maintenance and sanitation) and 
the creation of social infrastructures (clinics, schools, etc.), the state has 
furnished considerable etfort to make available to citizens, especially those 
Wits modest incomes, plots of land that will make it possible for them to own 
real estate in order to house their families decently. Unfortunately, this so- 
cially-oriented operation has been diverted from its goal. In fact, the bene- 
ficlaries have abanuoned themselves to wild speculation: parcels deeded to 
them by comaunal authorities for 18,000, 75,000 or 150,000 francs according to 
locality, have been resold for four or five times their initial price. The 
state can no longer tolerate this state of affairs. Accordingly, as of this 
date all deeding ot parcels, or even of improved land, is and will remain 
positively torbidden. Offenders will do so at their own risk and peril, be- 
cause deed transters will not be admissible. In addition, they will be subject 
to legal prosecution. Municipal and national authorities will supervise strict 
observance of the present regulations. From this day on they are to suspend 
all transters of real property throughout the national territory. [Text] 


[Niamey LE SAHEL in French 12-13 Feb 83 p 1] 8946 


KOUNTCHE ARRIVES IN PAKISTAN--The head of state, Gen Seyni Kountche, arrived 
in Islamabad. President Seyni Kountche was welcomed at the airport by Pakis- 
tani head of state General Ziaul Haq accompanied by high ranking officers of 
Pakistani armed forces. The head of state, who is traveling with his wife, 
is being accompanied in particular by the Doyen of the six members of the 
supreme military council and prefect of Diffa; Daouda Diallo, minister of 
foreign affairs and cooperation, and his wife; Oumarou Diallo, minister of 
mines and industries and his wife; Almoustapha Soumeila, secretary of state 

yr commerce and transport; and (Sani Bako), permanent undersecretary at the 
the chairman of the supreme military council and head of state. 
\fter his official visit to Pakistan, the head of state will participate in 
the forthcoming summit of heads of state of nonaligned countries in New Delhi. 


‘Text] [ABO042020 Niamey Domestic Service in French 1900 GMT 4 Mar 83] 
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NIGERIA 


APARTHEID SAID MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IN FOREIGN POLICY 
London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in English No 3, 2 Feb 83 p 2 


(Text]  Nigeriaa foreign policy is dominated by southern 
Africa. The approaching Nigerian elections promise 
that the various parties might out-bid each other in 
this respect. Namibia and apartheid are a unifying 
factor, and no government which proposes to dis- 
engage from these issues could hope for the vital 
intellectual and protessional vote. In December the 
Nigerian National Committee Against Apartheid 
held a seminar in Jos which was addressed by vice- 
president Alex Ekwueme and attended by SWAPO 
leader Sam Nujoma and other important figures. 
Nigeria’s UN ambassador, Yusuf Maitama Sule, who 
is chairman of the UN Special Committee Against 
Apartheid, co-ordinated the gathering, and Ekwueme 
indicated the government’s commitment when he 
talked of the IMF's ‘‘criminal support’’ of apartheid. 

The Jos seminar passed resolutions including a call 
on the Lagos government to review its relations with 
third countries in the light of their record on southern 
Africa. This was not just vérbiage: soon afterwards, 
Chief Patrick Bolokor of the external affairs ministry 
named three multinational companies — Siemens, 
Hoechst and Union Carbide — which were being 
investigated by the government because of their 
involvement with South Africa. All of them have 
Nigerian interests. The official Nigerian news agency 
detailed some of tne security-linked activities of these 
firms in South Africa. The Nigerian media then listed 
other organisations which they claimed were similarly 
engaged, and called for their expulsion ‘‘to serve as a 
Geterrent to others’’. A circular from the Secretary to 
the Federal Government with instructions on measures 
‘*to give greater effect and credibility to our policy on 
South Afmeca’’ is known to have been issued. 

The importance of southern African questions to 
ooliucians was ulustrated when Dr. Jaja Nwachukwu, 
a former foreign minister, lost his position as chair- 
man of the Senate committee on foreign relations 








after advocating a more conciliatory approach to 
Pretoria. While it is true that Nigeria can hardly 
threaten to use the ‘‘oil weapon’’ during the present 
glut, Nigeria remains black Africa’s biggest market 
for foreign goods. 

A new foreign policy line will soon emerge with 
this market potential as a major point. Already 
Nigeria is campaigning to secure linkage between the 
southern African policies of the EEC and the EEC’s 
relationship with its third world associates. (The 
Lomé III treaty negotiations will start this year). Ata 
meeting in Brussels in December, after some EEC 
officials had rejected the South African angle as an 
unsuitably political issue, Nigeria’s planning minis- 
ter, Ebua Oyagbola, pointed out that the struggle 
against apartheid was not for Africans only ‘‘it is a 
struggie for every decent human being, black or 
white’’. It was ‘‘unimaginable’’, she said, for an 
institution as important as the Lome Convention to 
exist without political dimensions. The Nigerian 
ambassador in Brussels, Peter Afolabi, has repeated 
the point and confirmed that his delegation would 
insist On introducing the South African issue when 
the Lome III negotiations start. Another influential 
Nigerian politician, Senator Ahmadu Ali, was 
dispatched to reinforce the message that Nigeria is in 
earnest about involving the EEC countries. In an 
address to West European parliamentarians he listed 
the investments in South Africa of individual coun- 
ines and indicated that new policies were in ‘he 
making. 

Israei’s links with South Africa are also frequently 
enticized. Sole/ Boneh, an Israeli firm, appears on 
some of the Nigerian lists of companies with South 
African interests. (A So/e/ Boneh spokesman recently 
pointed out that his company’s projects last year in 
Nigeria totalled $250m and that its employees in 
Nigeria mught be recalled because of the delay in 
Nigerian payments). In his New Year speech, Shagari 
cnucized both Israel’s ‘‘utter contempt for worid 
opinion’’ and South Africa’s aggressive behaviour. 
While large numbers of leading Nigerians visit Israel 
every year (as pilgrims, they say, drawing compari- 
sons with the Moslem haj), the government in Lagos 
is busy trying to reconcile its Islamic instincts with 
pragmatic business considerations. But Nigeria did 
withdraw from the UN peacekeeping operations in 
Lebanon following the Israeli invasion @ 
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THE Nigerian !abour 
Congress (NLC), alle- 
ged at the weekend in 
Lagos that the Regis- 
trar of Trade Unions, 
Mr. P. Arewah was 
Colluding with the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agen- 
cy (CIA), of America 
and some top Nige- 
rians, to destabilise 
the jabour movement 
in Nigeria. 

Addressing a world 
Press conference at the 
NLC Secretariat, the con- 
gress president, Alhaji 
Hassan Sunmonu deposed 
that the Registrar's 
refusal to accept and ap- 
Prove the audited accounts 


and financial returns of 
some unions including 
that of the NLC was 
Gesigned io destabilise 

the labour movement. 
Coupled with’ this. he 
Saic, was the Feaistrar s re- 
Sent Uidr f i! 43 in 
(OMS ne coun 





OFFICIAL ACCUSED OF COLLUSION WITH CIA 
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try directing them to stop 
the payment of dues to the 
congress. 


He contended tnat the 
registrar was not only 


muschievious in directing in- 
dustrial unions to stop the pay- 
ment of dues to the congress 
but has no power to invoke 
such an order 

The NLC president further 
said that reports of the collu- 
sion between the registrar, the 
CIA and some top Nigerians to 
destabilise the labour move- 
ment was carried by the 
Nigerian Standard of January 
27 which claimed that the ot- 
fice ot the Registrar ot Trade 
Unions was the central base to 
the \whoie plot 

Asked if tne NLC had in- 
vestigated the authenticity ot 
the plot. the Congress Presi- 
dent wasnt the 
business ot the NLC to in- 
vestigate the truth of the 
Nigeria Standard publication 

He covld not also say 
specifically, if the regiotray ot 
Trade Unions has the support 
otf the government in this 
alleged move to destabilise 
the labour movement 

He however said that the 
NLC is in possession of some 
documents in prove the 
destabilisation piol 
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On the recent statement that 
any industria] uniof that goes 
on strike would henceforth be 
proscribed Dy the govern 
ment. the NLC president said 
the move exposes the = un- 
pepular method of Goudie 
standard in treating in- 
dustrial relations issues in ‘he 
country 

He added that while the 
Minister of Labour, Mr Em- 
manuel Osammor refuses ‘0 
prosecute those empiovers 
that sit down on workers’ 
wages and saiafies tor several 
months, he is very forthcom- 
ing in punishing workers tor 
demanding what legitimate! 
belongs to them 

On the expulsion of iilegal 
aliens in the country. he sa:d 
the quit order did not take 
care of Nigeria overall in- 
terests and the spirit of 
Atrican brotherhood 

He added that while the NLC 
does not uncer-estimate the 
enormity of our economic and 
social problems. it was the 
contention of the congress that 
Ghanaians and other Africans 
are the least to be accdsed ot 
causing them 

The world press conference 
attracted both iocal and inter 
national media represen- 
tauves and dipiomats from 
ithe eastern Dioc countries 
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CROSS RIVER ASSEMBLYMEN ACCUSED OF MISUSE OF MONEY 
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[Editorial in the column 
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THERE is now substantial evidence to 
show that some members of the Cross 
River State House of Assembly had, 
sometime in December last year, 
withdrawn the sum of N400,000.00 from 
the government treasury in Calabar. 

The manner of the withdrawal of that 
staggering amount, from all available 
evidence, was anything but prudent. In 
fact, an official of the ministry of finance 
has insisted that they contravened the 
government’s financial instructions. 

That’s not all. What happened to the 
money later on is a story of shameiess 
disregard for the welfare of the people, 
reckless abuse of office and a tendency, 
by persons thrust undeservedly into the 
centre of state affairs by the uncertain- 
tes of the beginnings of the Second 
Republic, to behave as if the rest of us 
are fools. 

Look at the issues involved. The 
N400,000.00 was allocated in fiscal 1982 
for furnishing the Assembly Village, the 
residential quarters for the lawmakers. 

As it turned out, that allocation was 
not used: the durnishings were done from 
a different vote. The N400,000.00 was 
then directed into a floating account. 


"Front Page Comment": 
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"Preposterous!'"'] 


Why this was done is only just beginning 
to be clear. 

As 1982 was drawing to a close, some 
Assemblymen got ready to share the 
money. They picked certain 
members ---40 in all---on the basis of 
their strength in the House, meaning 
their ability to raise hell or quell trouble. 

But then came the NPN nomination 
exercise. This affected the N400,000.00 
in three ways. 

One, some Assemblymen were so sure 
of the victory of the incumbent governor 
of the State that they thought they could 
do anything and get away with it. 

Two, the Lagos Group—Home Group 
syndrome divided the House in two. 
Thus, some people who were. listed to 
take a part of the booty became outsiders 
hecause they were seen to belong to the 
Lagos Group. 

Three, it was possible tc con the ex- 
ecutive, in its desperation, to get 
involved in the siare-cut. 


From this cauldron, two things 
emerged: N200,000.00 was lent 
to the executive; 12 











Assemblyrmien, instead of 40, 
Shared the balance. 


The dust now being kicked by 


the Assemblyis_n is, in fact, from 
the trend of debate among 
members and from available in- 
formation, not born out of a 
desire to ensure financial 
prudence. It seems apparent that 
were everybody to be let in on the 
i they will all live happily ever 
er 


Some .vestions., 


[s it right (or people elected to 
protect the interest of the people 
to be so outright contemptuous of 
the intelligence of the people? 


Is it right for ostensible 
trustees of public probity, people 
who swore to uphold the Con- 
Stitution, to be seen to be so 
morally depraved? 


In the face of non-payment of 
salaries to workers in the State, 
why should 12, ONLY 12, people 
share out N200,000.00 in addi- 
von to their salaries which have 


continued to come regularly in 
spite of the much _ touted 
austerity? 


Is the Cross River State House 


of Assembly sc morally bankrupt 


that not even One person has been 
courageous enough to tell the 
public what has amounted to a 
hushed-up scandal? 


Or why can’t the Speaker of 
the House make a public state- 
ment on the issue if all the heat 
that has been generated in closed- 
door meetin ‘s of the House on 
the issue has no foundation? 


But if it is true that some of the 
leaders of the House of Assembly 
can be so cavalier about public 
funds while government is calling 
for sacrifices from the small man, 
why should Chief Cnaristopher 
Udomesie: still be sitting in the 
Speaker’s chair? 


For these questions the public 
demands answers. And let the 
House take note, util -the 
answers are provided ---and in 
VERY CLEAR TERMS -- the 
public wili not cease to ask. 
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PORT IMPORTS REPORTEDLY SHOW DECLINE 


Po 
tf 


[Article by Jackson Imatidon] 

[Text ] Nigeria imports through the sea ports dropped to 17,047,158 tonnes 

from January to November last year. ithin e same period in the preceding 
ir, the imports figure stood at 19,166,662 tonnes and the total imports for 

718,489 tonnes. 
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The import tigures tromthe Statistics Department of the Nigerian Ports 
Authority represent goods which entered and got cleared at the Nigerian 


Ss 
igainst 2,640,781 tonnes recorded for the same period in 1981. These export 
Island, 


sxport figures tor the same period also dropped to 2,251,793 tonne 


ind import tigures were recorded in eight sea ports of Apapa, Tin Can Is 

Port Har irt, Warri and Koko. Others are Okrika, Sapele and Calabar. No 
ration took place at the Burutu port for the third consecutive year 

During the period under review, 4,841 ships entered the Nigerian ports and the 


S 
number of ships cleared stood at 4,896. The additional 55 ships cleared are 
831 and the rest brought forward to December 1982. 
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ipa port recorded the highest number of ships with 1805 followed by Warri 
t, with 955; 688 other ships entered the Tin Can Island port and the 
Port recorded 226 ship entries. 1/9 entered the Calabar port and /6 
the Ko port. ye of the figures are provisional according 
the Statistics Department ort NPA. The monthly breakdown of the imports 
rt redited January with 1779572 tonnes of imports and 233,758 tonnes 
tS} iry 1,691,252 tonnes of imports and 269,392 of exports; March 
, 938,832 -s otf imports and 183,877 tonnes of exports; 1,/721,/74 tonnes 
i rt id 187,870 tonnes of exports were recorded in April. In ‘lay, 
1613845 ¢t ; ot imports and 178,518 tonnes of exports were recorded. 
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IT [ r Une montn ol septemoer Was 1,457,199 tonnes wnilie tne 
: . . = : ae ° \ 1 . 5 / coun” mAnRAa + im ~+ 
{ flgure was 2.U0,5U0/ tonnes; in October 2,405722 Connes Of import ana 


had 931,855 tonnes of 


pe 


+ ines ot export were recorded and Novembe 


C and /5,53 cOnnes Of exports. 
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H le / £ g £¢ . + as } _ Lf an } : 
minals, 46,175,165 tonnes of crude o1!] were shipped out 
November 1982 as against 61,822,309 tonnes or: crude oil shipped out 
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tember 1982 registered 95 tankers. 


September also, 41 oil tankers entered Escravos terminal. Brass terminal 
nad 65. Qu.-[boe/Eket by November recorded 32 oil tankers and Pennightet 
y September id li oil tankers. 
iness Times investigations disclosed that the drop in the volume of th 
1. cargo tnroughput was not only occasioned by the economic measures aime 
luci the rising imports in the face of the adverse effects such 
pments were having on the country's foreign exchange reserves. 
og a _ ; 43 
1Z the year the Dockworkers Union of Nigeria called out its members o: 








EFFECT OF OIL PRICE RISE ANALYZED 


NIGERIA 
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(Article: 


[Text 


34 


NIGERIA'S response to the re- 
Gucnon in North Sea oul pnces was 
swilter and larger than had been 
expected in some quarters. After 
Bntain had announced a cut of $3 
a barrel to make a pnce of $30.50, 
Nigena lopped $5.50 off its barrel 
to make Nigerian ou cheaper than 
its North Sea competition. 
One customer for North Sea 
oil commented that Nigeria's 
cut “puts us in a whole new bail 
game’. Gulf Oui, which had pre- 
viously refused two cargoes of 
crude in protest at the Bntsh 
North Sea Oil Corporation pnang 
— BNOC had been under con- 
siderabie customer pressure to cul 
its pnces — said it “would attempt 
to make the most favourable 
transaction possible.’ This can be 
taken as a fairly clear hint that 
Guif might switch more of its 
buying to Nigeman crudes while 
they remain cheaper than North 
Sea oil (Spot market pnees for 
botn were in the $27-$28 a barrel 
range at the middle of last week. ) 
Nigena will, however, need to 
export well over a million darrels a 


day if itis to meet the 1983 Budget 
target of $10.060m. in Govern- 
ment ou revenues at the new 


pnee, since hiking the operating 
cost allowance and putative profit 
per Darrel from $1.60 each to $2 
each, should encourage oil firms, 
however, to increase their sales of 


Nigenan orl 

Whether this new pnee will 
survive has vet to be seen. The 
AradDian Gulf oil producers, who 


had apparently Deen working their 


way towards proposing a2 Wa 
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"Nigeria's Oil Price Rise"] 


barrel cut to take the market pnce 
down to $30 (Nigeria is said to 
have known this), were overtaken 
by the Nigerian move (which 
Nigeria says had been passed on to 
all OPEC members before it was 
announced). They had to reframe 
their thinking to settle upon a 
reduction that will not inspire a 
price-cutting war leading to much 
lower levels. If Bntain cuts again 
Nigena intends to follow North 
Sea prices down “‘cent by cent.” 

The Arabs have apparently 
agreed on a cut, thought to be $44 
barrel but not to be revealed until 
an OPEC meeting in the next few 
days which will also urge Nigena to 
reconsider its cut. 

Algeria was reported to have 
asked Mr. Yahaya Dikko, Niger- 


ia’s presidential oil adviser and the 
current Chairman of OPEC’s oil 
ministers to call an OPEC meeting 
(it was said that representatives of 
Iran and Libya, had been meeting 
secretly with Algenan representa- 
tives). Mr. Dikko said that Niger- 
ia, which “had taken the nght 
decision at the nmght moment.” 
remained committed to OPEC but 
he stressed that OPEC had to 
open a dialogue with non-member 
producers, such as Bnitain and 
Mexico. He said that other pro- 
ducers should react responsibly to 
Nigena’s move 

If the previous differentials be- 
tween Afncan and Arabian onls, of 
$1.50 a barrel, is to be preserved 
the new OPEC market price 
would have to be $28.50 a barre! 
If Saudi Arabia really wants the 
differenual increased as if has 


been asking, a demand which 
effectively nullified the last OPEC 
oil ministers’ meeting, it would 
have to make a bigger cut. Some 
very delicate calculations are 
going to be needed in the produc- 
ing side of the oil industry. 
According to two reports from 
Chase Manhattan Bank, if oil 
prices were to fail to $26 a barrel 
and stay around that level for any 
length of time the consequences 
could be very worrying for several 
oul producers which rely heavily on 
oil revenue for development 
spending (Saudi Arabia and its 
fellow Gulf producers would not 
be so severely hit though their 
industnalisation might be slowed) 
The lower pnce would mean a 
lower cash flow and hence a de- 
cline in capital spending (which 
could affect some OECD mem- 


bers adversely as well). 


Because of the lower 
cash flow and reduced 


profitability there would 


be less 


investment in developing fresh oil 
fields. It seems reasonabie that at 
some stage this decline in the 
industry's activity would set the 
scene tor a shortage of supplies 
which would bring about a major 
leap in prices with, once again, ail 
the consequent effects on the 
more general world economy 











EFFECTS OF ALIEN DEPARTURES EXAMINED 


London 


[Text] 


WEST 


THE NOLS. ot the exodus of an estimated 
two million iiega! immigrants is dying- 
down in Nigeria. The government and the 
newspapers have hit back at what was, toa 
large extent, untair reporting of the exodus 
in much of the international press as 4a 
“campaign of calumny” against Nigena. 
The Nigerian press, judging from their 
editorials, agree 

The severe hardships suffered in the 
process of the exodus were not widely 
reported in Nigerian newspapers, mainly 
because most of if happened outside Niger- 
ia. Public awareness of them is therefore 
limited. Public opimion, in the main has 
supported the government's decision to ask 
illegal aliens to leave, and the measure 1s 
not likely to be a major issue in the general 
elecuons coming up later in the year. 

It is difficult to say now what effect, 
overall, the exodus will have on the eco- 
nomy. The deadline tor skilled immigrant 
workers tO regulamse their stay runs out 


today. Their continued stay in the country 
may be cnitica! for some industnes. But 


although their registration has been going- 
on at vamoOus centres, itis not vet clear how 
many of them there are. In addition, it sull 


has to be seen whether the government 
implements its threat to expel these who 
fail to comply. A clearer picture will be 


possidie only when these are known 
he number of al: 


ieft Nigena is put officially at 1.3m. Con- 
sidemng the porous nature of the borders, 
tas not unlike at large numbers were 
abi leave without being officially re- 

ded A realistic estimate of those 
al ed 5 would probabiv be close to 
the two milli nginallv reported 
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U of the immugrants has 
Naturaiiy Deen felt, especially in the areas 
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where they were emploved in iarge num- 
bers. Housewives who had become depen- 
dent on servants — cooxs, stewards, dnv- 
ers, gardeners, etc., have, predictabiy, 
been severely affected. Finding replace- 
ments for the servants wouid be difficult, 
and certainiy more costly than hitherto 
Similarly affected are the construction and 
related industnes, dock labour services, 
and the hotel industry. In the construction 
industry, some of the big firms, such as 
Julius Berger, have said that they have had 
no difficulty filling the vacar.cies that 
occurred, but some reports say that illega! 
immigrants emploved at the high prionty 
Ajaokuta Stee] Project had been kept on 
with official approval, in order not to 
disrupt work on the site. Smaller firms in 
the industry have been more serious! 
affected. Alhaji Ahmed Oni, manag:ag 
dhrector of a biock-making firm, told the 
News Agency of Nigeria that he now has to 
pay 12 a day to Nigerians on jobs for 
wh.ch he had paid aliens 87. Numerous 
advertisements in Nigerian newspapers, 
inviting masons, Dricklayers, carpenters 
and general iabourers for employment, 
would seem to indicate a manpower shor- 
tage in those areas 


In the dock jabour services, 7,000 vacan- 
cies occurred, according to Mr. Jonas 
Abam, Genera! Secretary of the Dockwor- 
kers Union of Nigeria. Filling those vacan 
cies are however not expected to be diffi- 
cult or more costly. It is even possible that 


ae? + ve. bs ho elee ow 
empioyers nere, sax U with tne gecii! . il 
port activities, may ode freiuctant to f 
them 
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atec msing pnces and incipient shortages 








consumer goods with the departure of the 
immigrants. Seeking to avoid having to 
convert their naira savings at the official 
exchange rates when they got home, and 
taking advantage of the temporary relaxa- 
tion of customs controls, they were said to 
have bought massively the goods that 
were scarce in their countnes, and had 
forced up prices. The growing shortage of 
goods is said to be due to disruptions in 
companies’ producuon caused by the hur- 
ned exit 

While both factors may have some 1m- 
portance, they hardly explain the nising 
prices and developing shortages. A better 
explanation would be that the import 
restrictions have begun to take effect, and 
that since the restnctions now cover raw 
matenals which local manufacturers need 
tO produce, shortages have occurred. The 
Manufacturers Associaton o. Nigeria in 
any case, thinks the probiem is not shor- 
tage of labour, Dut rather of raw matenals 
They told the Munster of Industnes on 
February 15, that their members would be 
forced to lay-off more workers if proces- 
sing of raw matenal imports does not 
improve. It seems hardly fair to blame a 
development which has been anucipated 
for a long time, on the aliens, merely 
because it coincided with their departure. 

The alien expulsion issue never gener: 
ated much heat inside Nigena; now, it 
seems laciy to go the way of numerous 
other decisions whose implementation 
have Deen abandoned half-way for lack of 
interest. Surpmsed and shocked by the 
international! criticism it has received, the 
government has visibly moderated its 
stand. While still arguing that the criticism 
was unfair, President Shehu Shagan has 
offered, through current ECOWAS Charr- 
man. President Matthier Kérékou, one 
million dollars in aid to help resettle the 
affected persons. Police search for remain- 


ing iliegais Nas Deen sporadic and lacking in 
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Nigerians are in. fact 
immigrants in 


time 
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many states. 
Without active co-operation from the 
populace, the illegal immigrants order 
would be impossibie to implement. Now 
both the government and the citizens 
appear to be lukewarm. It 1s therefore not 
unlikely that many immigrants, unable to 
reguiarise their stay, will nevertheless be 
able to continue to live in Nigeria un- 
molested, while many of those who have 
departed in time will find their way back. 
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EXPULSIUs ORDER CALLED 'MISTAKE'; MOTIVES EXAMINED 


London AFRi CONFIDENTIAL in English No 3, 2 Feb 83 pp 1-2 
[Text } Apart .rom turther destabilising its already 
unstable neiznbdours, Nigeria’s expulsion of aliens 
has shown up . .ot of confusion within the Nigerian 
government. The Nigerian police, although they 
Knew of the possibility of expulsion orders, were 
apparently given no warning about when or in what 
form an order would be implemented. Clearly the 
government had not considered the logistics of 
moving two million people, or, for example, the vital 
role played by Ghanaian teachers throughout the 
country. it may now be impossible for the insecure 
regime ot Jerry Kawiings, for one, io prevent 
popular retaliauion against Nigemans working in 
Ghana. Given that elections are due in Nigeria this 
year, Nigerian response to anti-Nigemanism could be 


We have vigorously contnbuted to the sustenaiice 
of the unity of Africa, to re-invigorate regional 
Srganisations within Africa, and we have positively 
projected tne image of Nigena as a stable and vinle 
emocracy’’ — are words of President Shagari when 
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ne launched his party’s election campaig™ on 22 
‘ss than a week after the expulsion order 
' appears unlikely that Shagar: was 

The ¢xpu.sion was announced during a press con- 
erence Ov internal Affairs mimster Ali Baba, and 
yhagari was appailed at its effects 
and ordered the concessions subsequently introduced. 
Publicly he stressed the legality of the measure, 
hou 2 as never iff question. What | 
resented t y within ECOWAS, which has 
rt *| Detween member states, :s the 

litation with any of the affected 

leighbouring governments cannot 


give Nige Nigeria 1S IN any case unpopu 


ar, Dasrticula among francophone states which 
ar Gomuin z2use Of Nigeria's size and econo- 


c Strength. | gn minister ishaya Auda once said 
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against Nigeria. lt seems that the expulsion directive 
was precipitated by a report by the National Security 
Organisation on l\ast year’s religious riots. Up to 
700,000 Chadians are liable to be affected by the 
order. Chadians have been impli ..ed in most inci- 
dents of Islamic unrest in Nigeria in recent years. 

Another obvious motive was the political populan- 
ty which some Nigerians thought they could gain in 
an election year by the move against aliens, accused 
in the media of instigating all kinds of criminal and 
socially undesirable acts. Commenting that few 
others had criticised the expulsion, NPP leader 
Nnamdi Azikiwe said this week that the aliens were 
being made scapegoats for Nigeria’s economic plight 
and that their expulsion was not only wrong in the 
way it was done but couid lead to retaliation against 
Nigenans in neighbouring countnes. The move, he 
aid, nad dealt a ‘‘mortal blow’’ at the foundations 
of Afnmcan cooperation. The government may there- 
fore nave to substantiate the claim that the departure 
of the aliens will ease unemployment in Nigeria and 
reduce crime, a potentially contentious election issue. 

Nigeria’s economic downturn, and the most recent 
drop in ol production, is of course central to every- 
thing. Shagari’s trip last week to India, Pakistan and 
Saudi Arabia was largely connected to the economic 

{n India he may have succeeded in finalising 
a government-to-government oil deal which could 
make a considerable difference to Nigerian output. 
More crucial were the talks in Riyad, where he 
orivarely explained in greater detail what he had 
meant when he had referred earlier to Nigeria as the 
weakest link in the OPEC chain. 

\ year ago the Saudis offered Lagos a billion 
dollar soft loan. The transaction did not materialise. 
Shagari may be offered Saudi financial backing again 
as past of a deal on price differentials between 
Nigeria’s nigh grade oil and the cheaper Saudi crude. 
In present circumstances Lagos was driven to side 
with Libya and Algeria within OPEC — probably an 
reason why N.geria was unable to act more 
decisively divisions within the OAU. 

Deprived of the OAU forum, in which Nigena has 
pecome accustomed to a leading role, New Delhi 
might provide an alternative platform this year, first 
“Non-Aligned meeting in March, and then at 
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the Commonwealth summit in November. Shagari 
continues to state in public that his government is 
working (owards restoring the OAU. In private many 


Nigerians are disillusioned with it, not least because 


of Nigeria’s expensive and unfortunate experience of 
peacekeeping in Chad. (Shagari met the new Chadian 
leader, Hissene Habre, in Kaduna towards the end of 
last year, but relations have since cooled, partly 
because of the religious troubles and partly because 
of a dispute over oil deposits in the middle of Lake 
Chad). 
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CLe MS NONE EXPELLED=--President Shehu Shagari hds said in a television 
interview in ondon that Nigeria did not expel any immigrants but advised all 
aliens living the country to regularise their stay or go back home. 

‘peaking on a BBL programme, Newsnight, the President said that no deporta- 
tion order was issued to a single immigrant since the order was given. Presi- 


cent Shagari said that there was evidence that some of the illegal aliens 
were involved in crimes and religious violence, adding "No government can 


fold its arms when these things are happening." He attributed the chaos that 
iccompanied the exercise to the unnecessary alarm raised by some of the coun- 
tries concerned and the toreign media which capitalised on the issue to give 
Nigeria a bad name. President Shagari said that the Pope was misled by 
biased Western press reports. He said that the Pope had the facility to find 
Out the truth through the Vatican representatives in Nigeria, The President 
Said that anybody genuinely concerned about the issue should come to Nigeria 
and find out what the situation was. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English 
: 420, 28 Feb 83 577-578] 
NPP WANTS MERGER--The Mahmud Waziri faction of the Great Nigerian Peoples 
Party (GNPP) has written a formal letter to the ruling NPN requesting a mer- 
er wit t, ac jing to the NEW NIGERIAN newspaper. The paper quoted the 


NPN national publicity secretary, Simon Shango as confirming that his party 
) [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3420, 


NDEL “REVOLUTIONAE >-ROUP THREATS--A group calling itself "Young Re 
ynary, Bendel Branch,’ has threatened to burn down certain public bu 
ome private es in Bendel on February 26. In separate letters 


st ~ 4 s . ma 


‘TA, Beni ind tl sendel Television, two of the affected institutions, the 
yroup said it was determined to carry out the operation, and that the NET 

re disaster in Lagos wou oe a small thing in comparison with what it 

id in mind | roup warned people to keep away ‘rom the buildings. It 


that ¢ ose houses were targeted for burning had used their po- 


mo > 
hemselves. Houses included in the list were 
te Governor, members of the state legislature, the 
the state director of budget, the board of the 
W E evelopment Authority, the Chairman of the Nigerian 
ypovernor's office. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in 
‘ ’ : 79 








ARRESTS FOR LEAFLET DISTRIBUTION--The police command has arrested four men 
for allegedly distributing "inciting and scandalous" leaflets against the 
wmir of llorin, Alhaji Sulu Gambari and the State Governor, Alhaji Adamu 
Atta. Ina statement in Ilorin, the police Public Relations Officer, Mr. 
\cecunle Olacimeji, said that the police discovered copies of the leaflets 
tne residences of the persons arrested. It warned all those concerned 
to disist from such criminal acts, adding that the police would "deal ruth- 
lessly" with anybody found printing or distribution leaflets capable of 
inciting public disturbance. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3420, 


+ we o win 9 
28 Feb 83 p 579] 


ANMENT BOOSTS COAL PRODUCTLON=--The Federal Government is yet to determine 
il] st to develop coal production in the country. It is 
this will be known as soon as the report of the study set up 
ines and Power on the issue be submitted. This was 
ie Minister ot Mines and Power Alhaji Mohammed Hassan at the 
ttee on Mines and Power last week, As at present only 300,000 
Oal is produced annually by the Nigerian Coal Corporation. 
the external demand of the Nigerian coal, the Federal Government 
to develop the industry so that the apparent high demand for 
external trade with demand coming from such 


l , brazil, USA, Yugoslavia and Western Germany, the export 
lad p| nsutl icient is expected to have ’ Signit learnt market P 

} : , ; p . ‘ an ; ‘+? . lay , a taal 

mesti ‘emand, there is an expected increase particularly from 


stations. When all its plants take off the demand for 
million metric tonnes annually which is expected to 
Lion metric tonnes by 1986, The trend in developed 


be shifting to the use of coal as a source of 


Lagos BUSINESS TIMES in English 14 Feb 83 p 
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‘r potential--the natural gas at Diam Niadior Kabor (50 million cubic 


fa 
eters), oil exploration, the studies of the vegetation cover deposit otf 
isamance, the seismological exploration being carried out off the coast of 


‘-Saloum, the various signs of lignite observed in the sedimentary basin, 
r | 


the peat in Niayes and Sine~-Saloum, the hydroelectric energy that the dams 
ill produce--we have many possibilities open in this field. And all this 


w ACK i 
» - . t 
iddition to the development of new experimental energy sources, for 


xample at the Kiakhao electric power plant, and the ambitious program 
r development of new energy systems in the Sixth Plan." 


"Even though the cost of hydrocarbons is high, the government does not 
icend ¢t mpromise the country's development by putting the brakes on 
ification." Mr Abdou Diouf pledged that efforts undertaken in this 
ies that have been set." According to the head of state, it is 
tifies the gradual nationalization of the electricity 
ircied out since 1972. "And starting in January 1982-- 
t National Assembly's review of the law creating the new Senegal 


vil pursued “as vigorously as possible within the framework of 


sector 


iny--the facilities for transporting and distributing 


i 'y have become the property of the state.'' The head of 
that the gamble of Senegalization has paid off, in terms of 
the national interests while at the smae time keeping the 
I ssistance ties with EEOA [West African Water and Electric 
: nsequently, Kaolack is in a better position to become that center 
t wi the government intends to make of it, in the context 


lecentralization. With 23 million kilowatt-hours, it is 
t in terms of consumption, right behind Cape Verde and Thies. 
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PILCAL DATA ON POWER PLANT NOTED 


) 


ikKar LI SOLETL in French < Feb 53 p ») 

\t the time the project was approved, the region's consumption stood 
° war f . ; 1 ) . \ . ae ® ~ cr ro } 
»OY9 MWH [megawatt-hours] (in 1977). An average increase of 
pe! ic brought that up to 23,217 MWH in 1982. It is predicted to reach 
i +S MWH by 1990. 
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pere ent 


power plant at Kaolack is, in this initial p 
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vO units each producing 3.5 megawatts, for a total of / megawatts. 
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econd and third stage > POwer will be increased first to 14 and then 
watts, tinally reaching 70 megawatts if there is sutficient need. 
, 1. enkay' nroiect y Alethom lantic .Y ntrac 
waar ev Bo 1 Cur AKC Y pro] ect by ALSt hom At Lant ique, ve nerail ontyr i_l= 
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Mgineering consultant tor the project is EVr-DArECUO [eiectricily 
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‘The position of African National Congress exiles in Swaziland hes put 


—— 


country in 8 quandary: Do they succumb to international pressure or do they 


MBABANE — A snail? 
group of black South Al- 
reen nationaiisis in cil 
bas thrown ibe Swazi 
Government, police 
force apd army ipto a 
quandary. 

Until jate last year she 
neon — all of them Afri- 
an Nationa! Congress 
executives some of 
whom have 5usiness in- 
terests in Swaziland aad 
nave lived there for al- 
most OU years — were 


_. Ge as the South Africans say? 


What had earlier been. 


largely a South Afmean 
Government threat was 
translated into bdloody 
acnhen in Maseru. As a 


result Swaziland felt % 
had to curb the ANC or 
face a simular incursion 
over her borders. 

The decision cannot 
have been taken lightly 
however. As a member 
of the Organisation of 
Afnean Unity Swaziland 


According to a source 
within the Deputy Pnme 
Minister's office, which 
handies ai] refugee af- 
fanrs. preparations were 
made to have the exiles 
repatriated to neigh- 
bourtng countries. 

the pian we.reouwe’ 
ate last month, how- 
ever, when ali 17 deta 
nees apparentiy walked 
past armed gzguarus [0 
freedom. A.though six 


-adi nz relatively Stands ' ose consider- later returned aileezediy 
Oscure lives in Swazi- adie pO tic crediounty yvoiuntamy they did 
and’s lowland towns in Third World errcles if uncer protest .om 
Hut the SOUTH Af can it iS $e be DOW Ne fo piaining tine w~O < 
science raic ) ine SoutsA At can Gov- Casv targze ror tn 
Maseru last December ernment SADE 
ange hat Nonetheless cavs Ar che un 
most *rpigh ufter the \iaserm raid ar were prised 
*v¥ DeCa 4 nthe med pOires actin 2 mm ease nr . 
words of one Swazi Government orders tainees Aad eseape 
Government official rounded nap 27 prom- But in a sene f 
some he om nent polinical exiles and iews w f 
wantea men in seutheri confined them to the emmment = ngul ; 
OOaNS } € 
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makeshift Mawelewela 
refugee mo near M 
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Tt also emerged that: 7% 
@ There was bitter quar— 
reiling Between the po-: 
uce and the army about 
who should guard the 
camp. Although the po- 
luce had arrested the 
men, reiuctant sokhers 
were given the duty of 
protecting them. One 
widier allegedly told a 
detainee: “If the SADF 
comes we re going.” 
@ The detainees, realis- 
ing they had Decome the 
victims of a potentially 
penlous farce, have all 
returned to the relative 
safety of theur suburban 
wmes 
® Sit were unui recently 
returming to the camp by 
tay aNd going home 
again at night 

Since then the ANC’Ss: 
representative in Swaz- 
land, Mr Ablom Duma,. 
has met Government of- 
ficials to explain the 
ANC’s decision to quit 
the camp and to plead 
for mis semor officers 
#noO now face the threat 
ot e¢xputsion from the 
COUNTTY 

Mr Duma is widely 
believed to have told the 
Ithoals the ANC would 


Oniyv leave if it was 
forced out of the coum, 
try — a course of acon 
(hat would i¢ave Swag- 
land open to condemna 
from Diack Afneca 
“i. Ouma is also be- 
; ) nave repeated 
M ise TOT 4 Wenrank 
< ANC le ¥anion [fo 
st Swaziuand ' her 
nm up the shaky rela 
yetween the AN 
he Government or 
i il xe ‘ 1.00 


Earher this month, in 
what was widely inter- 
preted as an intended 
clean-up of illegal refu- 


gees, the Government 
ordered all refugees to 
re-remster and obtain 


identity cards. 

Against this back- 
ground political observ 
ers agree that the pohcy. 
of peaceful co-existence. 
Swaziand had followed 
with the ANC under the 
late King Sobhuza Ul 1s, 
In tatters . 

Even though moderd 
ates in the cabinet; hket 
the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Senator Ben 
Nsidandze, still imsist 
Swaziland supports the 
ANC in pnneiple, mem- 
bers of the old guard 


with strong ties to the 


royal famuly appear con- 


vinced that economic: 


development and stabu- 
ity are more important 


than “liberating” South’ 


Afnca 
One such leader is the 


Minister of Foreign Af-, 


fars, Mr R V Diamin:, 
who asi week repeated 
his warning that he 
would not allow Swazi- 
land to be used as a base 
for “destabilising neigh- 
bouring countnes.” 

In an intermew he 
said Swaziland would 
‘fohow a pohcy of good 
neighdourliness” stres- 
sing that what he was 
Saying was not oniy Ais 
personal view, Dut that 


coincided with govern- 


merit poucy 
‘In Swaziland we 
nave a policy for genu- 
ine refugees — not for 


organisanons. We don't 


have responsibilines to- 
wards organisauons.” 

Leaders of the royal 
family share similar sen- 
timents. Prince Gab- 
hem, the Minister of 
Home Affairs and a, 
member of the supreme 
ruling body of Swaz- 
land, the Liqogo, re- 
cently warned country- 
mento be onthe 
lookout for guenilas at- 
tempting to infiltrate 
South Afnca from Swa- 
aland: 

Referring to the re- 
cent discovery in Piggs 
Peak of an arms cache, 
Prince Gabheni said: 
“These are the type ot 
things we should guard 
against.” He urged a 
gathermg of traditional 
chiefs to “step up vig- 
ilance on strangers to 
ensure the country’s sta- 
tality.” 

“Stability appears to be 
the key concept in Swa- 
uiand’s present dealing 
with the ANC. 

“With the king dead 
and the recession biting 
as hard as it 1s, Swaz- 
land is conscious more 
than ever before its 
need to be in South Af- 
nca’s good books,” an 
observer said. 

For the refugees 
themselves. however, 
stabilitv is further away 
than ever before 

At ieast six South Af- 
means who applied tor 
refugee status early in 
December are stil! 
awaiting a reply 

We nave Deen 
Ae are not we.icome 


toid 


here anymore, ore ot 


them said ““Thev sav 


they want to have good 
relations with South Af- 
where does 


nea. But 
that leave us? 


“Only by law wall they 
Dut 
they don't want us,”’ he 


accept refugees — 


said adding that refugee 


applications were nor- 
mally approved within 


14 days. 


The United Nations 
High Commissioner for 
Mr Emma- 
nue! Owuso, denied the 
had 
changed its attitude to- 
wards South African 


Refugees, 


Government 


refugees. 


“There are more than 


5 000 (the majonty are 
victims of the Ingwa- 


vuma debacie) in 


the 


country and they are snil 
being looked after,” ne 


said. 


He said the issuing of 


identity cards was being: 


AAn - mm slan 1 4mseic 
Gore 1.0 TMidae auMmifis- 


tranon easier. and 


to 


heip the Government 
detect people who were 
not “genuine refugees.” 

“The policy is still the 


same 


If peopie have 


genuine reasons for 
leaving South Afnca we 


will help them. But this 


Office does not support 


the ANC,” 
said. 


Mr Owuso 


Observers Delieve 


that in a rei 
time South Afnca 


uveiv short 


nas 


““pursuaded Swaziland 


to effectively close 


ts 


Dorcer tO woOu.d-Dde in- 
surgents. 
For the refugees 


tThemseives, ACwesvel 


the future appdea 
D.ie@an. 
dangerous. —SANS 
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